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 Ritenour School District uses standards-based elementary reporting.  This 

type of reporting will allow you to make sure your child is successful at meeting 

grade level standards.   

 Throughout each grading period , teachers continuously evaluate students 

on their progress toward end of year standards.  They use a variety of tools and 

methods such as student projects, assessments, reports and work samples  to 

determine if a child is making progress or has met a standard.   

 The primary purpose of the report card is to identify to the parent and child 

areas of strength and improvement toward reaching the end of grade goals.  

The report card should also provide information to the parent on how they can 

provide additional support to their child at home.   

 Because standards rather than letter grades are used, children are given 

the opportunity to get help early if they are not making adequate progress.  

Students who have consistently demonstrated they have met the skill will be 

given opportunities to extend their learning. 

 Conferences are more child-centered and goal oriented.  In an effort for 

children to take ownership of their learning, students become an active  

member of the conference “team”.  Parents and teachers can get the child’s 

perspective on how they like to learn, what they feel needs to improve and 

personal strengths and challenges.  This communication will allow parents and 

teachers to assist the child in attaining their personal goals. 

 We understand that moving beyond the traditional letter grade system is  

difficult for many adults.  We also know that the learning styles, technology and 

expectations for success in the future are very different from the past.   We trust 

that you will find the new standards-based report card a useful tool.   
 Parents are encouraged to ask questions, give feedback and share  

information about their child.  Thank you! 
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 Frequently Asked Questions 
 

What are standards? 
 

 ♦ STANDARDS are statements that provide a clear description of the skills your child  

  should know and be able to do at his/her grade level.  They describe what to  

  teach, not how to teach. 

 

What is a standards-based report card? 
 

 ♦ It is a grade reporting system designed to inform parents about their child’s  

  progress toward specific learning standards. 

 

How is a standards’ based report card different from a traditional  

report card? 
 

 ♦ There are no averages calculated for an overall letter grade.  You will not  
  see a letter grade. 

 ♦ Students are compared to how they are doing toward mastering a standard,  

  not how they compare to classmates. 

 ♦ Standard based reports are meant to give parents a better understanding  
  of a child’s strengths and areas to improve. 

 

How is progress indicated on the standards-based report card? 
 

The following descriptors are used to indicate a child’s current area of mastery in  

relation to a specific standard: 

Descriptor Explanation Expected Time Frame 

Extending The student has mastered the end of year 

standard and is working above the level  

for the student’s age/grade placement in  

a specific academic area. 

End of Year Target for some students. 

(Some students may attain this level in 

specific areas.) 

Demonstrating 

Consistently 

The student regularly meets and often  

exceeds the standard as described by the 

grade level key indicators. The student  

grasps and applies key concepts or skills  

appropriate for the grade level.  The  

student’s work is comparable to work that 

would be considered proficient. 

End of Year Target (Goal is for all students 

to attain this level to meet grade level 

standards.  Some students with specific 

modifications and academic challenges 

may not achieve this level by the end of 

the year.) 

Developing The student is in the process of learning  

and applying skills that have been taught.  

He/she is making steady growth toward  

understanding the concept. 

1st semester (majority of students) 
Some students with specific modifica-

tions and academic challenges may 

attain this level by the end of the year.) 

Beginning The student actively participates in the  

process of learning and applying skills  

that have been taught.  More practice,  

modifications and support are necessary  

toward making steady growth toward  

mastering the standard. 

1st  semester (some students-should be 

small number) 

Not Evaluated Student was not assessed on the standard 

due to a specific reason or explanation  

provided in IEP, IAP, (academic,  

attendance or disciplinary reasons.) 

N/A 
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Should a parent expect their child to be consistently demonstrating or 

extending on each marking period? 
 

No.  Your child may be at different levels for each skill area.  Students are not  

expected to be at the Demonstrating Consistently level at the start of the year.  You 

want to see growth in your child’s progress throughout the year.  Certain students may 

not be expected to score beyond a certain level based on his/her individual strengths 

and abilities.   

 

Will student learning behaviors still be assessed? 
 

Yes.  Students will be assessed in each subject area for the amount of effort and  

initiative put forth towards reaching the standard as well as work completion and  

work habits.  Completing assignments, volunteering information, seeking assistance 

when necessary and working to challenge level are some examples of effort. 

What happens if my child never makes it to the extending level? 
 

All students are not expected to make it to the Extending level.  If a child has reached 

the Consistently Demonstrating Level by the end of the school year, they have  

mastered that standard.  It is based on individual student growth toward the standard. 

 

What does it mean if the report card indicates a modified standard? 
All students have different ability levels.  Students new to the country or with IEP or  

IAP goals that are specific to their ability level might require specific modifications  

or adaptations to meet the standard.  

Descriptor Explanation 

Extending 
The student always participates and demonstrates effort 

in the specific content area. 

Demonstrating Consistently 
The student usually participates and demonstrates effort 

in the specific content area. 

Developing 
The student sometimes participates and demonstrates 

effort in the specific content area. 

Beginning 
The student infrequently participates and demonstrates 

effort in the specific content area. 
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What is the purpose of evaluating “ 21st Century Learning Skills”? 
 

In addition to the content standards, students need to master many other skills to  

succeed in work and life in our ever-changing global economy.   

 

What other tools are available to help a parent get a better  

understanding of how a child is progressing? 
 

Report cards are only one tool used to communicate a child’s progress.  Progress  

reports, conferences, state, district and classroom assessments, work samples and  

goal setting information are some examples of information used to identify a child’s 

progress.   

 

Will I be informed if my child is not making adequate progress before  

the end of the semester? 
 

Mid-semester progress reports are sent home to the parents/guardians of children not 

performing at the expected level in Mathematics and English Language Arts skills.   

Additionally, a parent might receive a progress report if the child is demonstrating  

concerns with learning skills in any class.  Parents of all students will receive a progress 

report the first semester. 

21st Century Skills Definition Specific Skills 

Learning and  

Innovation Skills 

The learning and innovation skills that 

separate students who are prepared 

for increasingly complex life and work 

environments in today’s world and 

those who are not. 

 Collaborates with others 

 Applies Critical thinking 

 Uses Appropriate Strategies to solve 

Problems 

 Analyzes Information 

 Thinks and works creatively 

Life and Career 

Skills 

  

Today’s life and work environments 

require far more than thinking skills 

and content knowledge. The ability 

to navigate the complex life and 

work environments in the globally 

competitive information age requires 

students to pay rigorous attention  

to developing adequate life and  

career skills. 

 Demonstrates communication skills: 

verbal, nonverbal, listening, expressing 

 Demonstrates responsibility for actions, 

work completion and belongings 

 Sets goals 

 Resolves conflicts 

 Shows respect for cultures, individuals, 

diversity 

 Demonstrates leadership skills 

 Organizes time and materials 

 Completes work 

 Completes homework 

Information, Media 

and Technology 

Skills 

The technological and media-driven 

skills necessary for effective citizens 

and workers to exhibit a range of 

functional and critical thinking skills,  

to collaborate and make individual 

contributions on an unprecedented 

scale. 

 Uses technology tools to research,  

organize, evaluate and communicate 

information 

 Ethical and responsible use of  

technology 

 Skilled and appropriate use of  

technology and digital tools 
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What is the purpose of a conference? 
 

Conferences are a time for parents to ask questions about learning expectations, view 

accomplishments and work, set academic goals and see a child’s progression.  It is a 

way for the family and school to work together to support your son or daughter.  

 

Why do you want my child to participate in a conference? 
 

Conferences are changing from a teacher-led sharing of information to a more  

collaborative, ongoing process that includes parents and students to support learning.  

We want students to take ownership and pride in their learning.  Goal setting and  

portfolio sharing will allow students to become more independent learners.    

 

Will special conference times be available for parents? 
 

Individual conferences take place throughout the year in regard to specific student 

needs through IEP/IAP meetings, phone calls, notes, e-mails, Student Support Team 

meetings and formal and informal parent/teacher/administrator meetings.  If a parent 

would like to arrange a conference with a teacher, they can do so at any time 

throughout the year.   

 

Where can I get additional information to help my child? 
 

Teachers, librarians, counselors, social workers, administrators, interventionists and  

specialists can provide resources or information to assist your child.  Grade level teams 

meet on a regular basis to identify students who might need additional assistance or 

enrichment.  Parents are encouraged to attend meetings that relate to their child’s 

educational needs. 

 

What programs are available to assist my child? 
 

If you have met with your child’s teacher and continue to have concerns about  

progress,  you may want to schedule a meeting with the school counselor.  He/she 

can guide you in the next steps to take to find appropriate supplementary programs 

available for your child.  Each building has a Student Support Team that meets on a 

regular basis to discuss individual student needs and develop plans of support.   

Parents are encouraged to be active members of the team.   Many of the elementary 

buildings offer after-school remedial programs throughout the year.  

 

When should I expect to receive my child’s report? 
 

Parents and guardians will receive their child’s report at the end of the first and second 

semester.  Parents will receive reports in the mail.  Typically the reports are sent home 

within two weeks after the completion of the semester.   
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What is English Language Arts? 
 

English Language Arts (ELA) is a term used to describe the essential components for  

effective language users:  reading, writing, speaking and listening and language.  At 

every grade level the areas are embedded in curricular areas to create a balanced 

and comprehensive English Language Arts Program. 

 

What are some of the skills measured in reading? 
 

Students are taught the foundational reading skills beginning in kindergarten (print  

concepts, phonics and word recognition, phonological awareness and fluency).  The 

foundational skills are the necessary and important components of a comprehensive 

reading program.  These skills help develop proficient readers who are able to  

comprehend texts across a range of types and disciplines.  The ability for students to 

master these skills requires differentiated instruction. 

IDENTIFYING KEY IDEAS 

AND DETAILS 

Students are required to demonstrate understanding of their 

reading.  Understanding can be demonstrated by retelling  

stories, making logical inferences, determining central ideas or 

themes, analyzing and summarizing, and developing ideas 

about the text. 

RECOGNIZING DIFFERENT 

TYPES OF LITERATURE AND 

LITERARY ELEMENTS 

Students are exposed to a diverse array of literature and  

informational texts:   classroom text books, classic and  

contemporary literature, poetry, drama, prose, short stories, etc.   

They are expected to use text features to locate information, 

distinguish points of view, determine the meaning of unknown 

words, compare and contrast different points of view from  

different sources and use illustrations from a wide range of  

reading sources and materials 

READ AND COMPREHEND 

GRADE LEVEL TEXT 

Students should be able to read and comprehend complex  

literary and informational texts independently and proficiently  

at or above their grade level 

MAKING CONNECTIONS 

IN READING 

Students use information and describe relationships from stories, 

illustrations, charts, etc. they are using to compare and contrast 

and/or make connections to other learning topics or situations. 
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Students in K–5 apply the Reading standards to the following range of text types, with 

texts selected from a broad range of cultures and periods. 

Literature Informational Text 

Stories Dramas Poetry Literary Nonfiction and Historical, 

Scientific, and Technical Texts 

Includes children’s  
adventure stories,  
folktales, legends,  
fables, fantasy,  
realistic fiction,  
and myth 

Includes staged  
dialogue and  
brief familiar 
scenes 

Includes nursery 
rhymes and the  
subgenres of the  
narrative poem,  
limerick, and free 
verse poem 

Includes biographies and  
autobiographies; books about history, 
social studies, science, and the arts; 
technical texts, including directions, 
forms, and information displayed in 
graphs, charts, or maps. 

What are some of the skills measured in writing? 

WRITING A VARIETY  

OF PIECES 

In the early grades, students use a combination of drawing,  

dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely 

linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they  

occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened.  As  

students progress through the grade levels, they are expected  

to write a variety of pieces on topics or texts:  opinions,  

narratives, factual pieces, etc. to demonstrate a point of view 

with reasons and information. 

PRODUCING AND  

DISTRIBUTING WRITING 

Students produce clear and coherent writing in which the  

development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, 

and audience. They develop and strengthen writing through 

planning, revising, editing, rewriting or trying a new approach.  

Technology is used to produce and publish writing. 

RESEARCHING TO BUILD 

AND PRESENT KNOWLEDGE 

Research—both short, focused projects (such as those  

commonly required in the workplace) and longer term in  

depth research —is emphasized. 

What are some of the skills measured in the areas of speaking  

and listening? 

PRESENT IDEAS WITH  

ORGANIZATION AND 

CLARITY 

Students report on a topic or text or present an opinion by  

sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and  

relevant, using descriptive details to support main ideas or 

themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.  Drawings  

or other visual displays are often added to descriptions when  

appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 

DEMONSTRATE LISTENING 

AND COLLABORATION 

SKILLS 

Students engage and participate in a variety of collaborative 

conversations (formal and informal) with diverse partners about 

grade level topics and texts in one-on-one situations, small and 

large groups. 
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What are some of the skills measured in the areas of language? 
 

Students are expected to demonstrate command of conventions of standard English.    

They learn, know and effectively use the essential rules of written and spoken English 

through their written work and speech. 

 

They acquire and are expected to use appropriate vocabulary for their age and 

grade level.  They use a range of strategies and consult reference materials to  

determine unknown and multiple meaning words and phrases at their grade level.  

They demonstrate an understanding of figurative language, word relationships and 

nuance in word meanings.  

 Examples of LANGUAGE PROGRESSIVE SKILLS BY GRADE 

  Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 

Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-antecedent agreement.       

Choose words and phrases for effect       

Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting 

inappropriate fragments and run-ons. 

      

Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to/too/two; 

there/their). 

      

Choose words and phrases to convey ideas precisely.       

Choose punctuation for effect.       

Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb tense.       

Use punctuation to separate items in a series       
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MATHEMATICS:  What should we expect our child to learn at each  

grade level? 
 

Kindergarten—Instructional time focuses on two critical areas: (1) representing and 

comparing whole numbers, initially with sets of objects; (2) describing shapes and 

space. More learning time in Kindergarten should be devoted to number than to other 

topics. 
 

First Grade—Instructional time focuses on four critical areas: (1) developing  

understanding of addition, subtraction, and strategies for addition and subtraction 

within 20; (2) developing understanding of whole number relationships and place 

value, including grouping in tens and ones; (3) developing understanding of linear 

measurement and measuring lengths as iterating length units; and (4) reasoning about 

attributes of, and composing and decomposing geometric shapes. 
 

Second Grade—Instructional time focuses on four critical areas: (1) extending  

understanding of base-ten notation; (2) building fluency with addition and subtraction; 

(3) using standard units of measure; and (4) describing and analyzing shapes. 
 

Third Grade—Instructional time focuses on four critical areas: (1) developing  

understanding of multiplication and division and strategies for multiplication and  

division within 100; (2) developing understanding of fractions, especially unit fractions 

(fractions with numerator 1); (3) developing understanding of the structure of  

rectangular arrays and of area; and (4) describing and analyzing two-dimensional 

shapes. 
 

Fourth Grade—Instructional time focuses on three critical areas: (1) developing  

understanding and fluency with multi-digit multiplication, and developing  

understanding of dividing to find quotients involving multi-digit dividends;  

(2) developing an understanding of fraction equivalence, addition and subtraction  

of fractions with like denominators, and multiplication of fractions by whole numbers; 

(3) understanding that geometric figures can be analyzed and classified based on 

their properties, such as having parallel sides, perpendicular sides, particular angle 

measures, and symmetry. 
 

Fifth Grade—Instructional time focuses on three critical areas: (1) developing fluency 

with addition and subtraction of fractions, and developing understanding of the  

multiplication of fractions and of division of fractions in limited cases (unit fractions  

divided by whole numbers and whole numbers divided by unit fractions);  

(2) extending division to 2-digit divisors, integrating decimal fractions into the place 

value system and developing understanding of operations with decimals to  

hundredths, and developing fluency with whole number and decimal operations;  

and (3) developing understanding of volume. 
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Where can I find more information about what my child is learning? 
 

Teachers will provide an overview of their curriculum at Open House at the beginning 

of the school year.  Information will be sent home with children throughout the year  

for you to review.  Teacher websites and newsletters will have classroom updates.    

Assessments (local, state, and national) are other examples of how your child is  

comparing to other students his/her age.  Parents are encouraged to access the  

district’s curriculum by going to Ritenour.buildyourowncurriculum.com.    Parents  

and guardians should feel comfortable asking a teacher at any point about what is 

being taught in the classroom.   
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