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Fully Accredited 

Ritenour Remains Fully Accredited  
 
• The Ritenour School District’s 2016 annual performance 

report from the Missouri Department of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (DESE) showed that the district 
remains fully accredited under the state’s scoring system 
  

• Using data from the 2015-2016 school year, DESE’s annual 
performance report showed that Ritenour earned 71.4 
percent of the total possible points under the state’s scoring 
system 

 
 

  



Steady 
Enrollment 

Ritenour Enrollment Holds Steady for 2016-2017 
School Year 
 
• Ritenour had a tiny decrease in enrollment for the 2016-

2017 school year compared to last school year. This year’s 
count of 6,366 students on Sept. 28, 2016, showed Ritenour 
with 26 fewer students than last year 
  

• Enrollment has been increasing at the elementary school 
level in recent years 
 

• Overall enrollment in Ritenour has remained steady, 
averaging between 6,000 and 6,500 students since the 
1970s 

 
 

  



Fiscal 
Responsibility 

• For the 15th consecutive year, Ritenour earned the 
prestigious Meritorious Budget Award for excellence in the 
preparation of its 2016-2017 annual budget 
 

• The district received a clean financial audit of its financial 
records, accounting practices and compliance with state 
and federal requirements 
 

• Ritenour received $251,000 from the federal E-Rate 
program last fall that will be used to improve the district’s 
wireless technology infrastructure and for 
telecommunications. Since 1999, Ritenour has received 
about $4 million from the E-Rate program 

 

  



Possible Tax Levy Election 
• The Ritenour Board of Education is considering a tax levy 

election in Nov. 2017 
• This tax increase would allow the district to eliminate a 

projected budget deficit, retain teaching positions, 
maintain class sizes and support current instructional and 
athletic programs  

• This would enable the district to continue to keep 
buildings well-maintained with up-to-date educational 
spaces 

• The Board is considering a 60 cent increase per $100 of 
assessed valuation   

• If approved by voters, this would mean the owner of a 
$100,000 home would pay an additional $114 in Ritenour 
taxes each year – or about $9.50 each month 
 



Local Taxes 

• You may have received a postcard in the mail that looks 
like this recently: 

 
 
 

 



Local Taxes 
• Based on data provided to us by the St. Louis County 

Assessors Office, the district's assessed values 
(residential, commercial and personal property) will 
increase more than 10 percent this year – which is great 
news for our community! 

• Since the beginning of the recession, our community has 
“weathered the storm” in terms of property values, and 
now things are starting to turn around 

• But, Ritenour School District does not gain significant 
benefits from an increase in local assessed valuation 

• School districts are limited to the consumer price index of 
2.1 percent 

• Ritenour can only recapture 2.1 percent of tax revenue 
• In 2017, St. Louis County will see a 15 percent increase; 

in Ritenour the increase will be around 10 percent 

 
 
 

 



Local Taxes 
• Ritenour has been fortunate to have strong financial 

support from its community 
• Ritenour has worked to keep tax rates low 
• Ritenour has not asked the community for an operating 

tax increase since 2005, and has only asked voters to 
increase the operating tax rate three times in the past 30 
years (1987, 1998 and 2005) 



District & Student 
Success 

• Buder, Iveland, Marvin, Wyland, Ritenour Middle and the 
School for Early Childhood Education received state 
recognition for Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports 
(PBIS) programs 
 

• RHS Student Leadership students received the 2017 
National Gold Council of Excellence Award by the National 
Association of Students Councils. The group received a 
similar honor at the state level 
 

• Wyland Elementary Principal Dr. Lisa Greenstein was 
honored with Maryville University's Leona Koral 
Outstanding Educator Award 
 



• Ritenour High School’s fall play, The Women of Lockerbie, 
was selected as one of two outstanding high school 
productions that was showcased at the Missouri Thespian 
Conference in Jan. 2017 
 

• Ritenour Middle School’s hockey club had the scrimmage 
of a lifetime on Nov. 16 in their school gymnasium as they 
exchanged shots with St. Louis Blues superstars 
 

• Buder Elementary first-grader Adeline Dunn performed in 
the prestigious Moscow Ballet's Great Russian Nutcracker 
at the Fabulous Fox Theatre 
 

District & Student 
Success 



• The RHS FCCLA (Family, Career and Community 
Leaders of America) team earned a Gold Award at the 
Missouri FCCLA State Leadership Conference for the first 
time in RHS history. They earned a spot to compete at 
nationals in July 2017. The trio, juniors Isaiah Murrell-
Thomas, Jennifer Pham and Sophie Zgiet, earned the 
award for their Case 4 Cancer project, which benefits 
cancer patients at Mercy Hospital-St. Louis 
 

• The RHS Color Guard earned the highest honor with the 
Gold Award for their performance at the WorldStrides 
Orlando Heritage Festival during spring break. In addition, 
the RHS band, choir and orchestra all brought home 
Silver Awards for their performances at the festival which 
was held at Universal Studios in Florida 

District & Student 
Success 



• RHS seniors Grecia Ramirez and Janet Velasquez were 
honored in March with the Distinguished Student Leader 
Award from the Missouri Association of Student Councils  
 

• Ritenour High School broadcast students were finalists in 
40 categories of the national Intercollegiate Broadcasting 
System (IBS) Trophy Awards Program in New York City.  
The students brought home 13 awards for best in the 
country after competing against other high school radio 
and TV stations nationwide. In addition, the journalism 
students earned 21 awards from the Missouri Press 
Association. Jane Bannester, KRHS radio and TV 
teacher, was honored as the 2017 state Journalism 
Teacher of the Year 

District & Student 
Success 



• Three RHS seniors were accepted Early Decision to their 
first-choice colleges. Early Decision is offered by some of 
the most competitive colleges across the country. Heading 
to Washington University are Diana Castellano and 
Andrea Gaona Romero. Kenyana Savage will be 
heading to Carlisle, PA to attend Dickinson College 

 
• Thirty-nine Ritenour High School and middle school 

musicians and singers were selected to play in several 
selective honors concerts in January 2017 
 

• RHS senior Jeremy Smith was named as a National Merit 
Scholarship Program Commended Student for stellar 
performance on the 2015 qualifying test 

 
 
 
 

District & Student 
Success 



Amazing 
Athletes 

• Football Huskies had four all-state players for the first time 
ever 
 

• Volleyball team won District title for the first time ever 
 

• Thirteen Ritenour High School athletes signed to play 
college athletics next year in football, cheerleading, softball 
and volleyball 
   

• RHS junior Zach Bohmer finished fourth in sectionals for 
golf and qualified for state in the spring of 2017 
 
 



Amazing 
Athletes 

• RHS junior Ryan Howerton placed sixth in the Class 4 State 
Wrestling Championship at 160 pounds 
 

• Three members of the Girls Varsity Volleyball team were 
named to the highly selective 2016 Academic All-State team: 
Morgan Coffey, senior; Brenda Reed, junior; and Coralis 
Bobe, sophomore. These student-athletes each had to have 
a minimum of a 3.6 cumulative GPA in addition to playing in 
at least 75 percent of the matches this fall 
 



Amazing 
Athletes 

• Eight RHS athletes received All-Conference honors for their 
outstanding performance in basketball and wrestling 
  

• Basketball coach Mike Nelke was named Suburban XII South 
Conference Coach of the Year 
 

• Jodie Wagster, a junior and featured twirler at Ritenour High 
School, earned the title of Missouri State baton Twirling 
Champion in four categories and earned three other awards 
during the competition in March 2017. Her awards earned her 
the title of 2017 Missouri State Twirling Queen in her age 
division 
 



Successful 
Alumni 

• Bill Chott (RHS class of 1987) appeared on an emotional 
episode of the hit TV show "This is Us" On NBC. Chott is 
known for his comedic work in the Farrelly Bros. Film The 
Ringer and five seasons on Disney’s Wizards of Waverly 
Place. He was inducted into the Ritenour Hall of Fame in 
2010 

 
• Darryl Burkes and Chris Rainey, both 2016 Ritenour 

graduates, won the national Great School Lunch Contest at 
the School Nutrition Association National Conference in San 
Antonio, Texas 



Outstanding 
Educational 
Programs 

• Ritenour Technology Revolution and 1:1 Program: This 
year, every RHS student was given a Chromebook to use 
both in school and at home throughout the school year 
 

• Ritenour High School’s eighth-annual Engineering Week in 
March showcased middle and high school students’ 
engineering skills and creativity. This year’s E-Week involved 
more than 200 Project Lead the Way students from RHS, 
Hoech and Ritenour middle schools 

 



Outstanding 
Educational 
Programs 

• The Ritenour School District’s second annual STEAM Night 
was an overwhelming success.  Hundreds of people 
attended the event at Ritenour High School in March. 
Students, families and community members enjoyed the 
opportunity to learn more about the district’s STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math) 
initiatives. There were examples of stop motion animation, 
aeronautics, biomedical science and more Project Lead the 
Way pre-engineering programs.    
 

 



New Programs 
& Initiatives 

• The Ritenour Board of Education approved a district-owned 
and operated transportation system that will begin serving 
Ritenour students at the start of the 2017-2018 school year. 
The district will no longer contract with First Student for bus 
service after this school year.  Ritenour will lease-purchase 28 
new buses from Central States Bus Sales Inc. to run 23 
regular routes, as well as to transport students for athletic 
competitions and activity trips.  The cost will be approximately 
the same as the contract with the previous bus provider. 
 



New Programs 
& Initiatives 

• Ritenour made the successful changeover to Google 
 

• New Ritenour Center for Gifted Education to open at RMS 
next school year 
 

• RHS Algebra 1 in Manufacturing Processes, Entrepreneurship 
and Design (AMPED) & Geometry in Construction Programs 
to begin at RHS next school year  
 

• Ritenour expanded its International Welcome Center to host 
both middle and high school students this year.  The center is 
designed to meet the needs of immigrant families and English 
Language Learners and will include even more classrooms 
next year 



New Programs & 
Initiatives 

• Ritenour is leasing the Analytics Building in Overland 
beginning next school year to house its alternative programs.  
The “Husky Academy” will open its doors in Aug. 2017. 
 

• All school colors will be Black & Orange beginning next school 
year; currently, several elementary schools have their own 
colors - now we will have unified district colors; mascots at all 
schools will remain the same   



Safety & 
Security 

• Ritenour School District Keeps Safety a High 
Priority for Staff and Students  
 
• 4E Intruder Training 
• Video Intercom Systems at each school 
• Intruder alarms at each school 
• Video surveillance in each building 
• Photo ID’s for staff, middle and high school students 
• Regular safety drills with students and staff 
• District meets at least twice yearly with local law enforcement 

agencies to keep current on best practices for safety and 
security 

 
 



Giving 
Back 

• This year, the Ritenour Pride & Promise Foundation donated 
nearly $13,000 in grants to Ritenour teachers for special 
student learning projects 
 

• Ritenour High School students recognized local first 
responders with a special luncheon on Sept. 11 
 

• Ritenour students and staff members collected more than 
18,000 nonperishable food items and turkeys in November 
 

• More than 300 RHS students created an extraordinary day 
for 214 Special Olympians from 12 different schools in May 



• In 2017 we are celebrating our 150th Anniversary! 
 

• The class of 2018 will be the 100th class to graduate from 
Ritenour High School. 
 

• Be sure to visit www.ritenourschools.org for more 
information and a schedule of community events! 

Ritenour’s 150th 
Anniversary 

http://www.ritenourschools.org/


Flat Husky 

• The community is 
encouraged to share 
photos with Flat Husky on 
social media 
 

• Flat Husky is available at 
all Ritenour schools and 
other locations 
 

• Use #FlatHusky or 
#Ritenour150 



 
 Thank You! 
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