
 

  

 

  

 

  

   

Ritenour Legislative Advocacy Committee

R  

    

    

  

   

Hopes/Fears for the 
Upcoming Legislative Session

Hopes
• Focus on supporting current schools as 

opposed to creating new charter schools.
• Students will receive a quality education in 

their community.
• People will come together on standards and 

assessments – supporting rigorous, relevant 
instruction.

Fears
• Deterioration of public education will result in 

further deterioration of quality of life in our state 
and country.

• Less tax money equals less money for 
education.

• Districts will remain unaccredited until 
conversation related to Common Core and 
Missouri Learning Standards and assessments 
is rectified.
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The Ritenour School District, located in
northwest St. Louis County, is one of the 
oldest districts in the metropolitan area. Our
proud history began with Buck School, a
one-room log cabin built  in 1846.

Today, Ritenour embraces the exciting 
challenges of the future. We have grown
from that one room cabin into nine schools,
a school for Early Childhood Education and
a large adult education program. More
than 600 professional, caring employees,
active district parents and a highly 
supportive community work together to
educate a culturally, socially and 
economically diverse student population. 

K-12 Enrollment
6,369 (2014-2015 school year)

School Sites
•6 Elementary Schools
•2 Middle Schools
•1 High School
•1 Early Childhood School
•1 Adult Education Center

Student Demographics
Asian – 2.2%
Black – 40.0%

Hispanic – 14.8%
Indian – 0.3%
White – 37.2%

Average Expenditures per Student:
$9,540

Years of Experience of Professional
Staff:  12.1

Professional Staff with Advanced
Degrees:  76.5%

Revenue Funding Sources
State – 37.3%
Local – 53.5%
Federal – 9.2%

2015
Legislative
Positions

The Ritenour Legislative Advocacy
Committee is a politically neutral 
group that meets regularly with the
Superintendent. Its purpose is to 
research and study public policy 
issues that have an impact on the
Ritenour School District.  Guided by 
the Ritenour vision and mission, 
members give feedback to the

Superintendent, take a position on
the issues, communicate with elected
officials, and educate other parents 
and citizens on issues that impact

Ritenour students and staff.

2420 Woodson Road, St. Louis, Mo.  63114
(314) 493-6010

www.ritenourschools.org

Ritenour at a Glance

For More Information

Superintendent’s Office
Dr. Chris Kilbride

kilbridec@ritenour.k12.mo.us
(314) 493-6050

Ritenour Legislative 
Advocacy Committee 
www.ritenourschools.org
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Every Student, Every Day



Priority Positions

• Dr. George Albin, Community Member

• Mayor Lawrence Besmer, City of
Woodson Terrace

• Doug Bray, Ritenour School District

• Pastor Marsha Brown, New Horizons
Presbyterian Church

• Ken Crowder, City of Overland

• Rep. Courtney Curtis, State of Missouri

• Dina DeLuca, Teacher - Ritenour 
High School

• Steve Erdelen, Community Member

• Jamie Flaherty, Teacher/RNEA President

• Natalie Gerke, Teacher-Hoech Middle 
School

• Mayor Tom Halaska, City of St. John

• Rebecca Hall, Parent

• Dr. Sharonica Hardin, Ritenour School Distict

• Monica Hudson, Ritenour School District

• Pastor Brian Jackson, Elmwood Park 
Baptist Church

• Kathy Kuo, Rotary Club

• Dr. Mike LaChance, Ritenour School District

• Marty Little, Councilman, City of Overland

• Mayor James McGee, City of VinitaPark

• Rep. Sue Meredith, State of Missouri

• Dr. Shelly Mills-Walker, Kiwanis/Ritenour 
School District

• John Morris, City of St. John Police Chief

• Rep. Mary Nichols, State of Missouri

• Cathy Nickens, Community Member

• Amy Poelker, St. Ann City Council

• Patty Polster, MSBA

• Mayor Mike Schneider, City of Overland

• Senator Jill Schupp, State of Missouri

• Rep. Clem Smith, State of Missouri

• Bob Young, Ritenour Board of Education

Transferring Students Out of 
Unaccredited Districts
• Transferring students out of their home 

district has many negative impacts – 
most significantly on the home district 
community, school funding and 
transportation costs.  

• The students who remain in the 
unaccredited districts have the right to 
receive an excellent education and 
sufficient funding must be available.  

Governance Structure of Districts
• Local school districts should be 

empowered to make final decisions 
about matters in their home district.  

• Balance should be found in maintaining 
local control, but receiving support 
and assistance from the state.  

• Local school districts and the state must 
work together in the best interest of 
students and the local community.  

Early Interventions
• The Missouri Department of Elementary 

and Secondary Education (DESE) must 
provide interventions and support for 
districts once they fall into the 
“Provisionally Accredited” status.

• The support must be clear and focused, 
and the governing or guiding council 
must take the time to get an entire view 
of the district, not just a snapshot.

• Continued and consistent support must 
be provided by the state.

Accountability Processes
• Many districts, especially those in urban 

areas, have a high rate of transiency 
among families.  

• If a student attends a particular district 
for just a short time, his or her test score 
should not count for that district’s 
accreditation.  

• In districts where there is a high rate of 
mobility among students and families, 
there should be a process in place 
to account for the mobility. 

Ritenour 
Legislative Advocacy
Committee Members


