
Cool Tech Tools & Tips: 

                    Create Scoring Guides with Ease... 

Goobric:  Google Chrome Extension 

If you are using the Doctopus Sheets add-

on, but not incorporating Goobric, you are 

missing out!  Goobric is actually a web app 

in Chrome that provides an assessment 

toolbar, a clickable scoring tool, comments, 

and audio-comments recording.  Submitted 

scores can be auto-emailed to students, past-

ed into the bottom of a Google Document, 

and are automatically transferred to the 

Google Sheet that holds your assignment 

roster.  This resource might be for a more 

advanced user but it is still fairly easy to 

figure out.  The benefits definitely outweigh 

the multi-step setup!   

Orange Slice: Google Doc Add-on  

Very user-friendly, this add-on will help 

create interactive rubrics and present scored 

rubrics and grades to students.  This add-on 

will quickly make rubric selections and then 

convert both analytical and holistic rubrics 

into a percentage or points grade.  Increase 

functionality and combine the student and 

teacher version of the add-on to add a layer 

of peer review feedback for the students.   

Assessment for continual improvement are 

definite themes at Ritenour.  One thing that 

can streamline assessment for teachers and 

students is the use of scoring guides to assess 

student work and to help students self-assess 

their work.   

There are so many directions one can go when 

creating a scoring guide.  For instance, do you 

need a holistic scoring guide or an analytic 

one?   Do you want a general one or an as-

signment specific one?  What are you as-

sessing… exactly?  What are your criteria, 

your qualitative descriptors, and the value for 

the levels of criteria?  The process of creating 

a scoring guide can be difficult to navigate, 

but read-on for three resources to help create 

useful tools—something for all user levels! 

Rubistar: rubistar.4teachers.org  

Want to make traditional rubrics in a short 

amount of time? Try RubiStar!  Registered 

users can save and edit rubrics online and 

even search for existing ones that can be edit-

ed and personalized! These can be download-

ed, printed, and even posted in Google Class-

room.  Note: These rubrics are not interactive. 

  Something to check out... 

Did You know…? 

 Hewlett Packard, Mi-

crosoft, and Apple have 

one thing in common – all 

three started in a garage.  

 Of the 60 billion emails 

sent on a daily basis, 97% 

are considered spam.  

 On eBay, there is an aver-

age of $680 worth of 

transactions every second.  

Did you know 

the RHS library 

subscribes to 3 different 

newspapers, over 20 profes-

sional publications and 

journals, and more than 40 

magazines? There is a two 

year archive of most titles! 

Sure, we have popular 

and entertaining titles.  If 

this is what you are looking 

for, maybe People, Ebony, 

Essence, Girls Life, Good 

Housekeeping, Harpers 

Bazaar, Latina, Mountain Bike 

Action, Sports Illustrated, Sev-

enteen, or Teen Vogue will be 

interesting to you. 

Need something educational?  

How about one of these:  Con-

sumer Reports, Health, Motor 

Trend, National Geographic, 

American History, Missouri 

Life, Muse, National Wildlife, 

Nation, National Review, New 

Republic, or Time. 

Interested in a professional 

journal?  We have something 

for every department!  Art in 

America, Ed. Digest, English 

Journal, Dramatics, History 

Teacher, Instrumentalist, 

Mathematics Teacher, NSTA 

Report, Science Teacher, Phi 

Delta Kappan, School Library 

Journal, Teacher Librarian, 

and Tech & Learning.   

We also carry many STEM 

and career-based publica-

tions. Check out Videomaker, 

Popular Photography, Popu-

lar Mechanics, Science News, 
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Check out the 

periodicals… 

periodically! 

Scientific American, 

Macworld, Discover, Popu-

lar Science, and even Sky & 

Telescope. 

Just want the daily news?  

Ask at the circulation desk 

for a copy of the St. Louis 

Post Dispatch, USA Today, 

or the Wall Street Journal. 

Need past  

Gazette  

editions? 
             

http://goo.gl/5M8Orq 

Get a read for 

spring break!  

Scan this code for 

suggestions from 

New York Times: 

http://rubistar.4teachers.org
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Going for the Gateway: 

         2016-2017 Selections Are Out! 

So you have a lot of infor-

mation and want to synthesize 

it in to a more presentable, 

compact form?  How about creating an 

infographic?  Their use began in market-

ing and business, and are used to ar-

range information and data that has been 

sorted, compacted, and rearranged into a 

visible format.  More than just a graph 

or chart, infographics actually combine 

information and visuals to illustrate the 

information being presented.   

Visit this site for great examples: 

http://goo.gl/l4Owxk 
 

Don’t have time to start from scratch 

with Photoshop or Publisher?  Here are 

Research Run-Through 
               Infographics:  Worth More Than 1,000 Words 

a few resources to get you started with 

just a few clicks: 

piktochart.com:  A great free     service 

that also has the option of an upgrade for 

even more functionality and access to 

more templates. 

canva.com/create/infographics/:  Use 

templates and easy drag-and-drop fea-

tures to create free and efficient in-

fographics. 

www.visme.co: This site also offers a 

free service with an option to upgrade for 

more functionality. 

Need more? Check out this article with 

reviews for 10 more sites to check out:   

http://goo.gl/pD5Xc 

Here are the nominees for the 2016-2017 school year! 

 Red Rising  by Pierce Brown 

 We Were Liars   by E. Lockart 

 Love and Other Foreign Words  by Erin McCahan 

 Don't Look Back  by Jennifer L. Armentrout 

 The Book of Ivy  by Amy Engel 

 The Winner's Curse by Marie Rutkoski 

 The Young Elites  by Marie Lu 

 Made for You  by Melissa Marr 

 Free to Fall  by Lauren Miller 

 The Kiss of Deception  by Mary E. Pearson 

 Nil by Lynne Matson 

 Torn Away by Jennifer Brown 

 Call Me By My Name  by John Ed Bradley 

 Since You've Been Gone  by Morgan Matson 

 Some Boys by Patty Blount 

Ways to use an infographic in the classroom: 
* Present a timeline.  * Share a lot of information quickly. 

* Critique infographic quality. * Synthesize a lot of information. 

*  Introduce new material   

* Analyze and  interpret. 

*  Learn appropriate sourcing. 

*  Differentiate instruction. 

*  Present a synthesized topic. 

*  Use to summarize an article or book. 

Still not convinced?  Consider this… more than 

65% of learners can be classified as “visual 

learners” and using infographics easily uses the 

highest DOK levels to interpret, synthesize, and 

even create.  Infographics require valuable, 21st 

Century tech skills and increase media literacy. 

Not familiar with the 

Gateway Awards? 

Scan this code to 

learn more about the 

Gateway Readers 

Awards and to  

see all the titles!  


