
Cool Tech Tools & Tips: 

                    Screencasting in a nutshell... 

 Screencast-o-matic.com is a small 

download packed with free features.  

Record up to 15 minute videos, choose 

MP4 format, and save it on a local 

drive. The free version does leave a 

watermark on the final video but users 

can upgrade for $15 to the Pro version. 

 Screencastify is a Chrome extension 

that adds an easily accessible icon to 

your favorites toolbar.  The free version 

records up to 10 minutes of webm/vp8 

videos of a single tab or the whole 

desktop.  Even with the logo on the free 

version, we love that it is Chromebook 

compatible and saves directly to 

Google Drive! Users can upgrade to get 

rid of the logo and have unlimited re-

cordings for just $24/year.  

And, if you want to get really fancy, check 

out the app, Google Cast for Education.  It 

can wirelessly project other desktops in a 

classroom via chrome and the teacher’s 

computer!  Not exactly traditional screen-

casting,  but being able to easily broadcast a 

student’s work or live-action example to the 

rest of the class can be a real game-changer! 

Ever wonder how people make those cool 

videos that show them doing narrated stuff 

from the screen of a device?  “Screencasting” 

and is way easier to do than it looks!  Read on 

to be up and running in no time.    

Some of you are probably wondering, “… but 

how can I use it?”   It can be used to demon-

strate a how-to for troubleshooting or even 

teach a lesson on something like a math prob-

lem or how to use features of a browser.  If 

you are wanting to dabble with a flipped 

classroom or post a how-to on Google Class-

room, screencasting can help.  Any action you 

want to take from your screen, with or without 

narration, can be a topic for a screencast.   

There are several programs out there, but here 

are a few of our FREE favorites... 

 ActivInspire is free to download—if you 

do not already use it with a Promethean 

board.   With ActivInspire, you can create 

and save recordings, flipcharts, and other 

tools for your classroom.  You will find 

the “screen recorder” under “more tools.”  

This is especially helpful if you already 

have and use ActivInspire. 

  Something to check out... 

Did You know…? 

 October wasn’t always the 

10th month. The original 

Roman calendar began with 

March, and so October was 

the eighth month, just as Sep-

tember, meaning seven, was 

the 7th month. Same with 

November (nine) and Decem-

ber (10).  

 Oktoberfest began in Bavaria 

as a wedding celebration for 

Prince Ludwig in 1810 and 

traditionally lasts 16 days. 

The RHS librarians 

have been adding some awe-

some books to the catalog 

this fall.  Check out some of 

these new best sellers from 

our nonfiction collection: 

The Master Switch:  The 

Rise and Fall of Infor-

mation Empires by Tim Wu 

Chocolate: Sweet Science 

and Dark Secrets of the 

World’s Favorite Treat by 

Kay Frydenborg 

Big Top Burning:  The True 

Story of an Arsonist, a Miss-

ing Girl, and the Greatest 

Show on Earth by Laura A. 

Woollett 

American Girls:  Social Me-

dia and the Secret Lives of 

Teenagers by Nancy Jo Sales 

My Grandfather Would Have 

Shot Me: A Black Woman 

Discovers Her Family’s Nazi 

Past by Jennifer Teege and 

Nikola Sellmair 

Running with Scissors by 

Augusten Burroughs 

The Prize: Who’s in Charge 

of America’s Schools? by 

Dale Russakoff 

A List of Things that Didn’t 

Kill Me by Jason Schmidt 

Black Man in a White Coat: 

A Doctor’s Reflections on 

Race and Medicine by Da-

mon Tweedy, M.D. 

From Superman to Man 

byJ.A. Rogers 

Death by Black Hole and 

Other Cosmic Quandaries 

by Neil DeGrasse Tyson  
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Nonfiction 

bestsellers 

Mr. Smith Goes to Prison: 

What My Year Behind Bars 

Taught Me About America’s 

Prison Crisis by Jeff Smith 

In honor of the 7th season 

of The Walking Dead... 

American Zombie Gothic: 

The Rise and Fall (and 

Rise) of the Walking Dead 

in Popular Culture by Kyle 

William Bishop 

Need past  

Gazette  

editions? 
             

https://goo.gl/ZMYE8S 

Scan this code for 

suggestions from 

New York Times: 
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Going for the Gateway: 

         Call Me by My Name by John Ed Bradley 

We have made some improve-

ments for research and person-

al library accounts.  First of 

all, RHS patrons now have a login to 

Destiny, our library management pro-

gram.  Users can access the login screen 

by going to the library homepage and 

selecting the preferred platform:   

https://goo.gl/OQVSdg 

Once the search is selected on the li-

brary homepage, users should look for 

the login link in the top right of either 

platform.  Students will use the same 

information they use to log into Tyler.  

Teachers will use their Tyler usernames 

and a special password available from  

the librarians.  See a librarian if you 

need help with your credentials or log-

ging on. 

Once users are logged in, they can tog-

gle between platforms and manage the 

following items:  

 request holds 

 check out/return ebooks 

 renew checked-out material  

 search library resources 

 check fine amounts 

Research Run-Through 
               Now, you really can search the universe... 

Another important 

benefit of using a 

patron login is that 

the RHS library is 

now using a new search platform, Fol-

lett’s Universal Search.  Not only does 

this search the resources in our catalog 

but it also searches all of our electronic 

resources, such as Opposing Viewpoints, 

Ebsco, World Book Online, SchoolTube, 

and more!  The best part…  when users 

are logged in to Universal Search, they 

will not need another password to access 

the additional resources!  One password 

for everything! 

But wait, there’s 

more... Destiny Quest 

is a great way to keep 

track of your reading 

lists, sharing what you 

are reading, and keep up with new materi-

al in the library.  It can be accessed here:   

https://goo.gl/wS9PuK  

Eight reasons to use Destiny Quest: 

1) See the top 10 books and new arri-

vals added to the RHS library. 

John Ed Bradley, the author of 

this month’s spotlight selection, is the 

author of several highly praised novels 

and the memoir, It Never Rains in Tiger 

Stadium. He is also a former reporter 

for The Washington Post, and has also 

written for Esquire, Sports Illustrated, 

GQ, and Play magazines.   

Bradley is a former LSU football player 

that dreamed of becoming a writer, 

even while playing college football.  

This month, we are taking a look at his 

Gateway nominee, Call Me by My 

Name.  True to Bradley’s style, the 

topic of sports, love, and friendship are 

fully intertwined.  Here’s the scoop... 

Sometimes The legend of Tater Henry 

was larger than the sleepy Louisiana 

town where it was born. It began at a 

hate Rodney did not know was 

inside of him. In love, life, and 

football, are some changes too 

difficult to accept?  

“John Ed Bradley skillfully shines 

a beam of humanity through the 

prism of the game, revealing to us 

the full spectrum of its colors, 

from love to hate, bigotry to toler-

ance, and devotion to betrayal. 

Anyone who ever played high 

school football or loved someone 

who has should read this book.”      

         —Tim Green, retired NFL  

         player and bestselling author  

time when a black quarterback was 

impossible. And a black superstar? 

Unimaginable. But then there was Ta-

ter Henry: making people imagine. 

Making things seem possible. Winning 

games. 

Rodney Boulet and his twin sister, An-

gie, were best friends with Tater before 

he threw his first pass. In a place where 

prejudice was a way of life, they were 

the exceptions. The 1970s were com-

ing and so was desegregation. If this 

didn't unite the town, only one thing 

could... a winning football season. 

With the Tigers on an unbelievable 

streak, everything seemed perfect. That 

is, until Rodney discovered a secret 

between Tate and Angie. Teammates, 

best friends--all of it is threatened by a 

2) Users can see what they have 

checked out, due dates, and 

even renew items on their own. 

3) Users can create their own 

virtual shelves and keep track 

of What I Am Reading, What 

I Have Read, and What I 

Want To Read. 

4) Users can put books on hold 

that they want to read but are 

checked out to someone else. 

5) Users can request material for 

purchase that the RHS library 

doesn’t already own. 

6) Users can rate the books 

they’ve read and write book 

reviews for other users to see.   

7) Shows related titles and has a 

“You may also like…” feature 

8) Users can create a network of 

“friends” within the RSD sys-

tem.  They can then recom-

mend books to each other and 

have online discussions about 

books with their “friends.” 

 

 Not familiar with the 

Gateway Awards?  

Scan the code to 

learn more and see 

all the titles!  


