
 

 

APRIL 24, 2020 
From the Superintendent 
 
COVID-19 Testing 

● School districts must always seek partnerships in order to meet the growing academic, 
social and health needs of the children and families they serve.  One partnership that 
has provided a great benefit to the community is our connection with CareSTL Health, 
which runs our Husky Health Center in the north wing of Hoech Middle School. Over 
the course of the past two years, the partnership has provided increased access to 
health care and resources in our efforts to serve the whole child. 
 

● During this pandemic, access to COVID-19 testing has become an equity issue. The 
issue is not only access to tests, but also getting into a health care provider. Through 
our partnership with CareSTL, we have organized COVID-19 testing for the 
community in a drive through format. CareSTL staffers will use the lower drive at RHS 
and the parking lot to allow for drive-up testing, with a 24-36 hour response with 
results. The testing will occur during the first week of May, which is a key time as 
communities take steps to begin to return to business. There will be an opportunity for 
school nurses to get involved in the effort, and we will be working through lead nurse 
Erica Whitley to determine if RSD nurses are able to assist. 
 

● Thanks to CareSTL Health for making this critical service available to the Ritenour 
community. 
 

Summer Academy 
● Summer Academy will be in a virtual format this year. We will begin the planning 

stages (involving administrators, teachers and interventionists) to determine all of the 
specifics as to the roll out of the program. Following a conference call on Wednesday 
(April 22), I believe some St. Louis County districts will be seeking to delay summer 
school until late July or even August, with the hopes that a return to brick and mortar 
school will be possible. I believe it is best to plan for the worst and hope for the best in 
this scenario. This approach lessens the number of surprises that derail efforts. It may 
be wishful to think that we will be able to return to in person education efforts before 
the beginning of the school year, scheduled for Aug. 24, 2020. 
 

Planning for the Start of the 2020-2021 School Year 

 



● During a regional conference call on April 22, it was clear that business will not be 
usual, even when kids and staff can return to schools.  Social distancing in schools as 
well as limits on gatherings will be a part of the solution as we transition back to a 
sense of normalcy.  The lack of clear state level guidance pushes all of the planning to 
the regional and district level, which makes the work more difficult as different regions 
will take different positions, limiting the impact of our measures.  
 

● We will begin work on a few scenarios for the start of next year, with differing 
assumptions built in regarding limits on gathering size and requirements for social 
distancing that could impact our daily routines.  We will engage staff in the 
conversation for feedback as the plans move from draft form. 
 

● Thanks for all of the great work devoted to remaining connected with students and 
providing feedback on student learning.  I know the current situation creates some 
obstacles to learning, however I also know that this staff is committed to kids and 
serving Every Student, Every Day. 

 
 

Curriculum & Instruction Update 
 

● We continue to receive approximately 40 learning packets returned as undeliverable 
for each mailing. Please encourage families to update their address through the 
registration office if needed and inform building administrators if there are other issues 
hindering accurate packet delivery for K-8 students. 
 

● Additional helpful tips and resources for educators, students and parents can be found 
at DESE’s Supports for Remote Teaching and Learning webpage. 
 

Professional Development Update 
 

● Link to additional resources for distance learning 
○ Health and PE Resources have been added from Shape America.  Click on the 

“Health and PE Resources” link in the homedoc. 
 

 

https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/supports-remote-teaching-and-learning#mini-panel-curriculum-covid19-information-a4
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lXj_XrIC2dxHODYX44QvHWlkaIy93vcg_xyb8iVMtYw/edit?usp=sharing


Student Services Update 
 

● Many of our staff members have been helping our students with food, personal items, 
self-care and school supplies.  The generosity and willingness to help has been 
incredible.  Special thanks to: 
 

○ Leah Jones, Kim Dennigman, Lizzie Winters, Jennifer McKeowan, Molly Welsh 
and Connie Fulks for delivering food and personal items to our families each 
week. 
 

○ Feliz Tovar, CARE to LEARN, RSD/SSD Counselors and Social Workers, and 
Doug Bray for helping to organize the extra food delivery on Wednesday. 
 

○ Katt Simms, Denise Schindler, Kim Dennigman, Yancey and Fonda Temple 
and KIDSmart for donating time and school supply treat bags (over 500) for our 
families getting weekly meals from Ritenour Food Service. 
 

○ Michelle Clover for sewing masks for our counselors and social workers so 
they will be safe while delivering items. 
 

○ BOOKS for STL KIDS and Heather for donating 600 brand new books for our 
students. 
 

○ AXEL Cab Company for donating 100-$25 Schnucks gift cards for our families. 
 

○ SSD Area Coordinator Nathan Dwyer for getting donations for computers. 
 

○ Friends of the Central West End for donating money to purchase personal and 
hygiene items for our students and families in need. 
 

○ Bryan Sanker and bus drivers for making extra stops for our families in 
transition who are living in hotels who also need food.  
 

○ Food service for your continuous support to feed our families. 
 

○ Teachers and staff - thank you for being present for our students.  Your voices 
and faces let them know that they are valued and appreciated.  They need this 
now more than ever. 

 
 

Technology Update 

● The technology team is conducting surveys of school parking lots looking for areas 
where building Wi-Fi signal strength will support student Chromebooks.  We will 
document where the optimal places are for connections to the school network for 
online learning during the closure. 

 



 
● The IT team has carried out a review of four leading Chromebook filter providers and 

is proposing changes that will improve our control and management of these devices. 
More details will be provided in future updates. 
 

● We are working on a plan to provide some summer school students with Ritenour 
Chromebooks. We are working closely with academic teams to ensure that all 
students are equipped with appropriate technology for summer learning.  
 

● IT is also working with Charter/Spectrum on connecting the Husky Support Center to 
our district fiber wide area network. Once completed this enhancement will help us 
improve services in this location. 
 

● Please continue and have your staff continue to use our TAP system for service and 
IT help. Note also that support is available to teachers, staff, students and their 
families during the COVID-19 district closure via email to 
techsupport@ritenourschools.org where we offer help with Google accounts for all 
grades, as well as support for devices issued to middle and high school students. 

Communications & Community Services Update 
 

● On Tuesday, April 21, we released the updated school times and calendar for the 
2020-2021 school year.  

○ Click here to read the news release. 
○ Click here to view the updated school calendar for next year. 

 
● Our annual Honors Dinner will be moved to the late summer/early fall.  We hope to 

have an official date soon.   In the meantime, we ask our retirees to continue to share 
information and photos with Michelle Mueller.  She will be reaching out to you to 
request information.  
 

● We are always looking for your success stories to share with our community.  Please 
continue to share your news items with Doug Bray and Michelle Mueller.  
 

● Be sure to check the Ritenour COVID-19 website for the latest information shared with 
staff, families and the community - www.ritenourschools.org/covid19. 
 

● Thank you to everyone who has sent in photos of distance learning and other activities 
with students - we really appreciate it!  Many of the photos will be shared on social 
media and used in upcoming videos.  
  

 

Child Nutrition Update 
 

● Child Nutrition continues to distribute meals on Monday and Wednesday each week. 

 

mailto:techsupport@ritenourschools.org
https://www.ritenour.k12.mo.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=19&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=18236&PageID=1
https://www.ritenour.k12.mo.us/domain/544
mailto:muellerm@ritenourschools.org
mailto:brayd@ritenourschools.org
mailto:muellerm@ritenourschools.org
http://www.ritenourschools.org/covid19


This week on Monday we distributed 3,552 meals for Monday and Tuesday.  The 
projected number of meals to go out on Wednesday will be approximately 5,340 meals 
for Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  Meals in total are 8,892 meals for the week. 
 

● A BIG thank you to Shenee’ McCoy and Amy Metz from the RNEA who provided a 
continental breakfast to our staff on Monday.  They recognized our hard work and had 
a positive impact on our staff.  Thank you! 

 
 

Facilities & Operations Update 
 

● Buildings have been thoroughly disinfected.  We continue to deep clean. 
 

● Campuses and playgrounds are closed to the public.  
 

● For your health and safety buildings remain strictly closed. 
 

 

 

https://www.ritenour.k12.mo.us/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=19&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=18187&PageID=1

