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Iveland Elementary Nurse Named as
one of Top 10 Nurses in Region
Susie Kilian, who has been Iveland Elementary’s nurse for the
last 24 years, was named in May as one of the top 10 nurses in
the St. Louis region by the St. Louis Post-Dispatch's 2019
Nurses: Heart of Health Care program. More than 300 nurses
from public and private institutions and hospitals in the region
were nominated.
Kilian, along with the other nurses in the top 10, were honored
with the Heart of Health Care Award at a luncheon on May 9 at
Moolah Shrine Center.
Kilian’s passion and compassion for children, coupled with her
cheerful spirit and keen nursing skills, make “Nurse Susie” a
favorite among students, said Iveland Principal Amanda
Connelly.
"Our students absolutely love seeing Nurse Susie," Connelly
said. "She not only can tend to our students' medical needs, but
she also knows how to delicately address their social-emotional
needs, as well. No matter how busy she gets, she handles every
child's visit with professionalism, grace and compassion every
day. And some of our students just like stopping by her office
because they know she will give them a smile to boost their day."
Kilian considers her job a vocation that allows her to build and
foster positive relationships with students as they progress
through elementary school. Being at the same school for more
than 20 years has given her the unique joy of caring for the
children of former students she had early in her career.
“I love meeting new kindergartners and pulling out old
yearbooks and showing them their mom or dad when they were
at Iveland,” Kilian said. “It really helps break the ice with them
and helps them feel more at ease.”

Cayce Maue, an Iveland
parent of a child with some
medical needs, said Kilian
has always made her feel
confident that her daughter
would be well taken care
of while at school.
“My daughter Molly has
Type 1 Diabetes, and when
we started school I was
very apprehensive about
leaving her in someone
else’s care,” said Maue.
“Nurse Susie made me feel
like she would be very safe
and cared for at school.
She has also helped me feel more confident about Molly’s ability
to take care of herself.
“She’s not just a school nurse downstairs in her office; I feel
like I’m leaving Molly in the care of a good friend.”
Kilian says each day, students visit her with a variety of needs,
and her priority always is to help each one feel valued.
“Understanding that every person is in a different place with
life challenges, so meeting them where they’re at without
judgement really helps everyone to move forward,” she said.
Although her job as a school nurse has its challenges, she
always looks forward to coming to work.
“Coming to school is really like being with family, and who
doesn’t like that.”

Susie Kilian, Iveland Elementary’s
nurse, visits with a student in her
office. Kilian was named one of the
top 10 nurses in the St. Louis area.

Scan this QR
code on your
smartphone to
view the story
and video on
Kilian by the
St. Louis Post-Dispatch’s Heart of
Health Care program.

Save the Date! 2019 Homecoming Set for Oct. 4-5
The Ritenour School District will celebrate Homecoming Oct. 4-5, 2019.
The weekend festivities will kick off on Friday, Oct. 4 with the Hall of Fame dinner
and induction ceremony. On Saturday, Oct. 5, the Huskies will take on the
Kirkwood Pioneers at 1 p.m. following the annual Homecoming parade.
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Ritenour Students and Staff Continue to Strive for #RitenourExcellence
Superintendent Dr. Chris Kilbride

“Schools must meet the
academic, social and
emotional needs of Every
Student, Every Day. A
student who feels connected
to school, safe and healthy is
more likely to attend school,
grow, learn and thrive.”
-Dr. Chris Kilbride

The end of the school year is always a
time of celebration in the Ritenour
School District, and this year is no
exception. This past year has been
filled with exciting and rewarding
accomplishments by our students,
families and staff members.
On June 1, we celebrated the 101st
graduating class from Ritenour High
School as our 326 graduates received
their diplomas. We are very proud of
our graduates and can’t wait to hear
about what they will accomplish in the
future. (You can read more about the
2019 graduation on Pages 6-7 of this
edition of Ritenour News.)
Each day we encourage our
students and staff to strive for
#RitenourExcellence. This mantra is
reinforced regularly so we paint the
picture of the Ritenour of the future.
That picture must include a focus on high
expectations for the academic and social
development of Every Student, Every
Day.
It is the responsibility of adults in our
district to shape a productive culture,
making it possible for students to thrive,
regardless of their choice of the three E’s
after graduation – enrollment in a
post-secondary education institution,
enlistment in the military or employment
in a fulfilling career path.
In the next three editions of Ritenour
News, I will share information connected

directly to our strategic goals: improving
attendance, improving academic
performance and graduating 100 percent
of our students. This edition, my focus is
on attendance.
Attendance is vital for a student’s
academic success. Students must be in
school to learn more. Every minute a
student is away from instruction is
lost learning. Students meeting the
attendance goal of 90 percent is so
important it is one of our strategic goals.
However, many of our students do not
meet this target. Students who don’t meet
this goal have missed more than 17 days
of school over the course of a 177-day
school year, which is a significant
amount of lost learning time.
We know obstacles arise in the lives
of both students and staff that may
prevent them from attending school and
work every single day. Because we
know obstacles arise, we have taken
steps to minimize these obstacles and
provide wrap-around services to lessen
lost learning time. These services
include free health, mental health and
dental care services in our district; free
breakfast, lunch and after-school meals,
as well as opportunities for quality
nutrition provided by the Ritenour
Co-Care Food Pantry.
Schools must meet the academic,
social and emotional needs of Every
Student, Every Day. A student who feels
connected to school, safe and healthy is
more likely to attend school, grow, learn
and thrive.

Ritenour Board of Education
Elects Officers
The Ritenour Board of Education
re-elected Jennifer Lohnes as
president and selected Dr. M.
Stacey Albin-Wilson for a second
term as vice president of the Board
at its April meeting.
Lohnes and Dr. Albin-Wilson,
who were re-elected to the board
in the April 2 election, were sworn
into office and will serve threeyear terms.
Dr. Albin-Wilson will remain
the Board's delegate to the Special
School District (SSD) Governing
Council with Lisa Glover-Jones as
an alternate delegate. Dr. Brad
Thomas will continue to serve as
the delegate to the Missouri
School Boards' Association
(MSBA), while Penny Degardin
will serve as the alternate delegate.
The Ritenour Board of
Education meeting schedule,
policies and historical information
is available on the Ritenour
website - www.riteourschools.org.

It continues to be an honor to serve
the Ritenour students, staff and
community. I’m proud of the hard work
that led to daily accomplishments in
Ritenour classrooms at each of our
schools this year. Thank you and have a
great summer!

RITENOUR Board of Education

Jennifer Lohnes
President

Dr. M. Stacey Albin-Wilson
Vice President
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Director
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Director

Ruth Bell Greco
Director

Orlando Lewis, Jr.
Director
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Dr. Brad Thomas
Director

Ritenour Announces New Coordinator of Athletics and
Activities, Interim Director of Child Nutrition Services
The Ritenour School District is pleased to announce
personnel changes for the 2019-2020 school year.

Deana Hill has been named interim director of child
nutrition services.
Hill has been the food service supervisor for Ritenour’s
child nutrition services for the last 15 years. Prior to
Ritenour, she had been a food service administrator for
Lutheran Senior Services, the Clayton and Francis Howell
school districts and at several St. Louis area hospitals.
She replaces Patty Poretti, who retired on June 30.

Lee Laskowski is the new coordinator of athletics and
activities at Ritenour High School.
Laskowski comes to Ritenour High School after serving
12 years as an assistant athletic director at Clayton High
School. He joins the Huskies athletics and activities office
upon the retirement of Jerry Nolen.

Lee Laskowski

Deana Hill

For Second Consecutive School Year,
Ritenour Buses Earn 2019 Fleet of Excellence Award
Ritenour School District’s transportation
department earned the Fleet of
Excellence Award with a perfect safety
inspection of all its buses for the second
year in a row. The district started
operating a fleet of new buses during the
2017-2018 school year.
Inspectors with the Missouri State
Highway Patrol conducted a safety
inspection of all 28 Ritenour buses on
April 3.
Bryan Sanker, Ritenour director of
transportation, said the four-hour
inspection covered all safety sensitive
parts of the bus: tires, exhaust, hoses,
windows, suspension, lights, emergency
exits, mirrors, stop signs, crossing arm,
steering wheel and horn. All buses

passed on the first review by inspectors.
The superior inspection is a tribute to
the team of bus drivers, dispatcher,
office professional and district leaders
for their attention to the details that have
made Ritenour’s bus service successful
this year.
“Having all of our buses pass the
rigorous inspection process during our
second year of operation is a tremendous
testament to the ongoing efforts of our
drivers, who test each safety measure of
their buses before they start their first
route each day.” said Sanker. “We have a
team of drivers, dispatcher and support
staff who are committed to the safety of
our students who ride our buses.”
This school year’s on-time record of

Ritenour buses exceeds
99.8 percent, Sanker
said. Ritenour buses not
only transport eligible
students daily to and
from school, but they
also transport students
for school field trips
from each of Ritenour’s
schools and for
extracurricular activities
at the middle and high
schools.
Sanker attributes much of the success
this year to the outstanding group of
drivers, who average 12 years of
experience operating school buses.

Ritenour’s Strategic Planning Sessions Focus on
Competency-Based Learning
Ritenour School District hosted three successful strategic
planning sessions this past school year that focused on
Competency-Based Learning – an approach to instruction that
supports students advancing to higher levels of learning when
they demonstrate mastery of concepts and skills. CompetencyBased Learning allows students to progress as they master
academic content regardless of time, place or pace of learning.
More than 400 students, parents, teachers, administrators and
community members took part in the three sessions, setting

goals, deciding on actions to achieve those goals and mobilizing
the resources needed to take those actions.
“We are thrilled our community continues to be an active
participant in monitoring and providing input into the strategic
planning process,” said Ritenour Superintendent Dr. Chris
Kilbride. “This year, we engaged our community and district
staff in a series of focused dialogues and planning around the
future of teaching and learning. The feedback is crucial in
developing a road map for the future.”
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Ritenour bus drivers like Kathy Lamb
(pictured above) help keep students
safe traveling to and from school each
day. This school year Ritenour buses
had a nearly perfect on-time record.

Ritenour Co-Care Food Pantry Receives
Community Development Award

The Ritenour Co-Care Food Pantry,
which serves more than 4,500 residents
of the Ritenour School District, was
honored with the 2019 Community
Development Award by North County
Inc. in May.
Ritenour Co-Care is the fourth-largest
food pantry in the St. Louis region.
What makes this food pantry special is
its commitment to providing families and

individuals who are experiencing food
insecurity with fresh produce, meat, milk
products and frozen foods, in addition to
non-perishable foods, toiletries and other
items. The non-profit, governed by a
volunteer board, is operated by a
volunteer executive director and dozens
of community volunteers.
North County Inc. honored Ritenour
Co-Care with the Community
Development Award for its positive
impact and vital resource for families
and children who live in the Ritenour
School District.
Volunteers and donations have helped
the food pantry grow from being housed
in a janitor’s closet of Overland
Presbyterian Church in 1980 to its
current location in the rear of a building
at 9516 Lackland Road. The growing
food insecurity needs in the community
continue to place a greater need for
additional space for fresh, frozen and
non-perishable foods for its clients.

“We are able to serve Ritenour
families and individuals in need because
of the continued generous support of our
community, both in volunteer service and
monetary donations,” said Ritenour
Co-Care Executive Director John
Minard. “This has always been a
community where people take care of
each other.”
Minard added, “As food insecurity
continues to impact more Ritenour
residents, we are thankful for the support
from area businesses, civic organizations,
churches and other agencies so we can
continue our mission of offering healthy
food and preserving our clients’ dignity
by allowing them to choose items that
their families enjoy.”
To donate to or volunteer at the
Ritenour Co-Care Food Pantry, call
(314) 427-7204 or email
rccfoodpantry@att.net.

Students Experience College Rigor
while at Ritenour High School
Ritenour High School (RHS) students are getting a head start on
earning college credits while they are in high school thanks to the
school’s dual-enrollment program with St. Louis Community
College (STLCC).
The dual-enrollment program has more than doubled since
it started two years ago. During the 2018-2019 school year,
47 students were dual enrolled at RHS and St. Louis Community
College-Florissant Valley. This group of students earned a total of
293 college credits. The courses are taught by STLCC instructors.
In the upcoming school year, RHS will offer a full-time dual
enrollment option for students at STLCC. As more students dual
enroll early in their high school career, more will have the ability
to earn their associate’s degree by the time they graduate from
high school, said Cabrina Noonan, an RHS counselor.
In addition to the dual enrollment option, RHS students can
earn both high school and college credits in 17 courses taught by
RHS teachers with curriculum that is accepted by one or more of
the following colleges: STLCC, University of Missouri-St. Louis,

Missouri Baptist University and Saint Louis University. RHS
college-credit courses include college composition I and II,
human growth and development, psychology, oral
communication, English, college algebra, college trigonometry,
and nine Project Lead the Way engineering and biomedical
courses.
To receive college credit in these courses at RHS, students and
parents are financially responsible for the cost of the credits.
A third option for students to earn college credits in high
school is by doing well (at least a 3 or higher) on Advanced
Placement exams in AP courses at RHS. Advanced Placement
courses are offered in English literature and composition,
calculus, biology, chemistry, computer science, government,
physics, statistics, and U.S. and world history. Students or parents
are financially responsible for the cost of the exam, but financial
assistance is available for eligible students through the national
testing program.
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Middle Schools Get Creative to
Boost Interest in Reading and Writing
All-school book studies and visits by
authors of popular books have helped
boost the interest in reading and writing at
both Hoech and Ritenour middle schools.
Both middle schools have coordinated
the One Book, One School program,
which involves the entire school (staff and
students) reading and discussing the same
book during the same period of time.
The schools culminated their
all-school book studies with visits from
authors Margaret Peterson-Haddix, April
Henry and Doug Wilhelm. Each has led
special all-school assemblies about their
journeys as writers, answered students’
questions about their book characters and
plots and hosted small-group casual
discussions about the book study.
This year both schools read PetersonHaddix’s book, Among the Hidden. Lisa
Watkins, reading specialist at RMS and
coordinator of the all-school book study,
said the programs create a buzz about
literature, give staff opportunities to
model reading strategies, bring guest
readers into the building and expose
students to books, authors and genres they

may not choose on their own.
Surveys following the book studies
show that both students and staff have a
greater interest in reading. Requests also
increase in the school library for other
books by the author of the book study.
“At the end of the day, teachers tell me
their students didn’t want them to stop
reading at the end of class,” said Watkins.
“This is exactly what I want - students
who want to know what’s going to happen
next, who get engaged in the story, who
share opinions and predictions, who can
make connections to the text, question the
character’s actions, and who will continue
to read and finish the book.
Watkins says she has received multiple
grants and donations that help make it
possible for every classroom to have a
copy of the book to read and to offer an
honorarium for the author after they visit.
This spring, Hoech Middle School
students had a unique opportunity to visit
with New York Times bestselling author
Jason Reynolds.
Known for young adult books such as
Ghost, Miles Morales: Spider-Man,

Patina, Sunny and
others, Reynolds
shared with humor
and candidness the
life lessons he
learned while
growing up and
the obstacles he
overcame to find his
gift as a writer. Not
only did he donate
his time for the
special assembly,
but he also donated
enough copies of
Ghost so every middle school student in
Ritenour could have their own book.
Alyssa Barker, Hoech’s librarian who
arranged the visit, said Reynolds related
well to the students by sharing his
personal struggles as a student growing up
and then the obstacles he faced as he
began a career as a writer.
“He encouraged the kids to do their
best and take advantage of every
opportunity,” said Barker.

Margaret Peterson-Haddix discusses
her book, Among the Hidden, with
students at Ritenour Middle School
during a visit in May.

Ritenour High School Students Become Adept with Drones
Since it opened in 2012, the Ritenour
High School’s Media Convergence
Center has continued to evolve by
offering more courses that give students
skills with the latest technology that
supports print and broadcast journalism.
The 2018-2019 school year marked
the debut of a semester-long course in
drone video production and photography,
which was open to advanced video
production students. Not only do
students learn concepts in aerial drone
photography and video production, they
also learn Federal Aviation Association
(FAA) rules and regulations, including
basic flight controls.
Students in the class worked in pairs
getting footage they needed for their
projects. The class uses three large TJI
Spark drones and 5 small Tello drones.
While one person serves as the navigator,

the other is the pilot with the controls.
“We really learned a lot with flight
techniques, and that was a lot of fun,”
said Christopher Monroe, a rising junior.
What students didn’t expect was the
unique challenges they would have flying
the drone outside due to school’s
proximity to St. Louis Lambert
International Airport, about a mile away
from the school. The number of days of
severe weather this year also sometimes
cancelled planned outdoor video
opportunities.
“Being by the airport, there are a lot of
flight restrictions,” said Jane Bannester,
media teacher of the drone course. “We
also had a lot of weather issues this year.
The wind, snow and cold make it hard to
fly. We were constantly looking at the
weather forecasts as we planned our
stories.”

When students could not go outside to
get video, they took advantage of getting
unique footage inside their school.
Students learned how to sign up online
to get permission for air space with the
FAA when they planned to use the drone
to film outdoors. As the year progressed,
the FAA restricted more air space that
limited where the drone could fly outside.
Sometimes the drone had access to fly
throughout Moore Field, and at other
times, it did not.
“When restrictions are in place, the
drone won’t take off,” said Ryan Thurman, a rising senior.
Thurman said he took the class
because he plans to pursue a career in
acting and film production. He said the
course gave him solid experience in
learning how to fly drones and take aerial
video and photos.
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Scan this QR code
on your smartphone
to view RHS
student video work,
which includes
drone footage.

Ritenour Celebrates

101st Graduating Class
Ritenour High School’s (RHS) 101st graduating class - the
class of 2019 - walked across the stage with their diplomas
on June 1 at Chaifetz Arena on the campus of Saint Louis
University. The RHS class of 2019 celebrated 326 graduates.
More than 6,000 family and friends celebrated their mighty
achievements and wished them well as they begin a new
chapter in their life.
The 2019 valedictorian was Martin Trujillo Carrazco;
salutatorian was Wei Yung Tai. Other students in the top 15
of the class include: Coralis Bobe, Jasmine Destiny, Andrea
Duarte Vasquez, Clarissa Gaona Romero, Hope Houston,
Tai Huynh, Nathaniel Oelzen, Jennifer Rivera; Charlie Row,
Lena Thai, Marco Urbina-Perdomo and Davis Volpitto.
At their graduation ceremony, Principal Jeffrey Marker
reminded graduates that their future is bright, and that they
can choose their own path to reaching their goals.
“Each of you have the potential to be great leaders,”
Marker told students. “Even though it is much easier to
stay in line and follow the path others have created, you
can make the difference by finding your own path.”

(From top, clockwise)
Graduates had their photo taken with
Jeff Marker, who was celebrating his first
graduation ceremony as principal at RHS.

Congratulations, Class of 2019!

Three hundred and twenty-six students
earned their diplomas on June 1.
(From top, clockwise)
The Ritenour Class of 2019 celebrates graduation on June 1 at
Chaifetz Arena.
Valedictorian Martin Trujillo Carrazco
Salutatorian Wei Yung Tai
RHS graduates enter Chafetz Arena.

Valedictorian
Martin Trujillo Carrazco

Salutatorian
Wei Yung Tai

Senior Class Officers
Jennifer Rivera—President
Gabriela Garcia Figueroa—Vice President
Jermaine Hawkins—Secretary
Abigail Paredes—Treasurer
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Graduates were all smiles as they
received their diplomas and opened a
new and exciting chapter of their lives.

The Class of 2019
Boasts Many Standouts
Fifteen graduates are the first to earn the Seal
of Biliteracy after completing tests and other
requirements set by the Missouri Department
of Elementary and Secondary Education. The
designation is awarded by school districts to
graduating students who have attained
proficiency in English and any other world
language, including sign language. To qualify,
students are assessed in speaking, listening,
reading and writing skills. They are:
Maddison Moyle and Tom Irby (German);
Miriam Hernandez, Dianna Godoy, Brittney
Medina, Gabriela Garcia-Figueroa, Corales
Bobe, Alondra Orozco-Valenzuela, Jennifer
Rivera, Marco Urbina-Perdomo and Andrea
Duarte Vazquez (Spanish); Rodney Long
(French); Clarissa Gaona (French and
Spanish); Martin Trujillo (Distinguished in
Spanish, Basic in French); Melissa Garcia
(Distinguished in Spanish).
Nine students were accepted early decision to
top colleges this year, the highest number in
school’s history. They were: Martin Trujillo
Carrazco, Tai Huynh and Clarissa Gaona
Romero, Washington University; Lena Thai
and Marco Urbina-Perdomo, Franklin &
Marshall College; Wei Tai and Gabriela Garcia
Figueroa, Lehigh University; Hope Houston
and Jennifer Rivera, University of Chicago.
Graduates earned more than of more than
$7.6 million in college scholarships and grants,
as of the end of May 2019.
Thirteen student-athletes signed to play
college athletics next year in football, soccer,
basketball, track & field, cross country,
cheerleading, wrestling and volleyball.
Nine seniors enlisted with the U.S. military, as
of the end of May 2019. They are: Samantha
Van de Riet and Bryce Tanner, U.S. Air Force;
Royal Todisman, U.S. Army; Neosha Dyson,
U.S. Army Reserve; RJ Sagum, National
Guard; Michael Godfrey, U.S. Navy; Alex
Rendon, Caylon Randle and Emily Portillo,
U.S. Marines.
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Ritenour High School Provides Extraordinary Day
for Special Olympians

Ritenour High School buddies run
alongside Special Olympians
during track events on April 23.

Ritenour High School (RHS) students
created lasting memories for
approximately 240 elementary and
middle school athletes who participated
in Special Olympics Track & Field on
April 23.

More than 300 RHS students
volunteered at the event on Moore Field
as buddies for the athletes, running the
track and field events and a host of fun
activities and games in an Olympic
Village outside of the stadium.
Special Olympians came from all six
Ritenour elementary schools, both
middle schools, as well as from several
other schools in north St. Louis County.
The day brought as many smiles to
the faces of the high school buddies and
organizers as it brought to the faces of
the young athletes.
RHS sophomore Moriah Yisrael, a
first-time volunteer at Special Olympics,
said her day with her buddy from Marion
Elementary will always be memorable.
“My heart told me this would be
something I should do, and when I got
here, she came running up to me and

gave me a hug, and I knew I needed to
be her buddy,” says Yisrael, who was
originally assigned to a different student.
“It has been such a great day for both
of us,” Yisrael added.
Sporting events included various
sprints, relays and distance races, wheelchair races, jumping events and throwing
events.
In between track and field events, the
Special Olympians enjoyed Olympic
Village booths that offered snacks,
activities such as Play-Doh creations,
making stress balls with balloons and
flour, beaded necklaces and artwork with
stickers, markers and sidewalk chalk.
Student DJs from the high school’s
radio station, KRHS-90.1 FM, provided
music during the morning event so the
participants could dance with the RHS
Husky.

Ritenour International Welcome Center Receives
2019 Civic Award of the Year

Jaime Sansoucie (left), counselor at the
Ritenour International Welcome Center,
and Molly Welsh (right), IWC middle
school teacher, accept the Adelante
Award from the Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce for the center’s positive
impact in the community.

The Ritenour International Welcome
Center (IWC) is the recipient of the
prestigious 2019 Civic Award of the Year
by the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce of
St. Louis. The center was honored at the
chamber’s Adelante Awards Gala in April.
The award recognizes the IWC for its
outstanding efforts in improving the
quality of life of community members
and its significant positive impact on the
Hispanic business community.
“It is an honor for our International
Welcome Center to be recognized for the
impressive impact it has made beyond the
walls of its building,” said Ritenour
Superintendent Dr. Chris Kilbride. “We
are proud of our team’s support for the
students and their families who our center
serves, and are humbled knowing the
fruits of their work are creating a stronger
community.”
The IWC’s team of dedicated teachers
and assistants serve Ritenour students
from Hoech and Ritenour middle schools,

as well as from Ritenour High School,
who need intensive English Language
Learner support with accelerated English
training. While at the center, high school
students earn credit toward graduation.
At the beginning of the 2017 school
year, the program expanded from one
classroom to encompass an entire floor in
the north wing of Hoech Middle School
in St. Ann. At the same time, Ritenour
was named the first St. Louis Mosaic
Ambassador School District. The
St. Louis Mosaic Project Ambassador
School program encourages member
schools to reinforce an internationally
welcoming and inclusive culture through
programs unique to each school.
The IWC’s program also provides an
introduction to the U.S. culture and school
system, and exposure to educational
expectations and opportunities. The center
gives students the support they need
throughout their school day in a small,
intimate environment that values their
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home cultures.
Students spend one to four semesters at
the IWC before transitioning to their home
school. The amount of time that a student
spends at the center varies depending on
the progression of the student in both
English and math.
In addition to helping the students
academically, the center also helps their
parents or guardians navigate the school
community. A bilingual parent liaison
works with district social workers to
provide information about community
resources, health-care services and social
service agencies that can help non-English
speaking families. Ritenour also offers
free English classes for adults, parenting
classes and many other resources.
This is the second regional award the
IWC has earned in the past two years. In
2018, the IWC earned the Leadership in
Community Development Award from
North County Inc.

RITENOUR x SPOTLIGHT
• KRHS television and radio students at

• Christina DeMuri, Ritenour High
School (RHS) Project Lead the Way
teacher and robotics coach, received
the Missouri FIRST Tech Compass
Award, which recognizes one coach
or mentor in the state who has given
outstanding guidance, support and
inspiration to a robotics team
throughout the year.
• Amanda Kowalczyk,
a seventh-grade
science teacher at
Hoech Middle
School, was named a
2019 semifinalist in
the National Science Teachers
Association (NSTA) Shell Science Lab
Challenge. As a District XI winner for
the Missouri-Kansas-Nebraska region,
Kowalczyk earned a $3,000 grant for
science lab improvements at Hoech.
She was one of 18 semifinalists
nationwide.
• RHS Activities
Director Jerry
Nolen was
named the 2019
Administrator of
the Year by the
MSHSAA
Eastern District
Speech & Debate Association.
• The Ritenour Optimist Club awarded
2019 scholarships to Jasmine Destiny,
Nathaniel Oelzen, Justin Saunders and
Gabriela Garcia-Figueroa for their
outstanding community service.
• RHS senior Gabriela GarciaFigueroa was invited to share her
start-up business plan at the Missouri
DECA State Career Development
Conference in Kansas City, Mo.
Her outstanding entrepreneurship skills
also earned her a 2019 Northwest
Chamber of Commerce Scholarship.

RHS earned five national awards in the
prestigious 2019 Intercollegiate
Broadcasting System (IBS) Trophy
Awards program. Outstanding Pepper
Box and KRHS journalists also earned
23 awards from the 2019 Missouri
Interscholastic Press Association during
the organization’s state conference at
the University of Missouri School of
Journalism, including six all-Missouri
awards, the organization’s highest
honor. This spring, RHS journalists
brought home 19 more awards from
Journalism STL, an organization that
supports high school journalism in the
St. Louis region.
• Ritenour Hall of
Fame member Jerry
Reuss was inducted
into the St. Louis
Sports Hall of Fame
on May 23. Ruess is a
1967 graduate who enjoyed a 22-year
pitching career in the major leagues.
• Two RHS students were elected as
regional leaders for Missouri’s FCCLA
organization. Sophomore Christopher
Campos won the Region 5 president
position for the 2019-2020 school year.
Junior Jacqueline Martinez-Torres
was elected for the second time as the
Region 5 delegate, and helped run the
State Leadership Conference in March.
• RHS senior Coralis Bobe was chosen
as a 2019 St. Louis Post-Dispatch
Scholar Athlete. Bobe’s varsity sports
include volleyball and swimming. She
is an academic all-state athlete and
second team all-conference /first team
all-district volleyball player.
• Three outstanding RHS seniors
Divine Adelman, Brandon Fain and
Geraldine Flores received the 2019
Build Our Future Scholarship, which
will cover all educational and living
expenses as they pursue degrees in
engineering, construction management
and architecture. The scholarships are
funded by Clayco and the Construction
Career Development Initiative.

• For the fourth consecutive year, the
RHS Student Leadership class earned
the National Gold Council of
Excellence Award by the National
Association of Student Councils. The
group also received a similar honor at
the state level for the fifth year in a row.
• Ten RHS Huskies had two medalists at
the 2019 Missouri Class 5 Track &
Field Championship in May.
Sophomore Nyla Adams finished in
fourth place in the 300 meter hurdles,
and senior Justin Johnson took fifth
place in the triple jump. A total of 10
Huskies competed at state in this year’s
meet. Lady Huskies competed in the
4x400M relay, 300M hurdles and high
jump. The RHS boys competed in the
4x200M relay, 4x800M relay, 300M
hurdles, triple jump and high jump.

• Hoech Middle School students had a
blast participating in a Color Run in
May to raise $360 for PAWS, the
parent-teacher organization that gives
the money right back to the school for
great projects, field trips and activities.
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Ritenour Honors Award-Winning Employees, Retirees
2019 Diamond Circle Award
Winners (Continued)
Colette Love Hilliard, Ritenour
High School
Deepa Jaswal, International Welcome
Center

2019 Diamond Circle Employee
of the Year
Keaton Strong, Ritenour High School

2019 Make A Difference Award
Jeremy Kane, Buder and Marvin
Elementary

(Above Top) Damond Circle Teachers:
Rachael Younge, Iveland Elementary;
Rachel Thomas, Marion Elementary;
Colette Love Hilliard, Ritenour High
School; Diamond Circle Teacher of the
Year Sheneé McCoy, Kratz Elementary;
Julie Bober, Marvin Elementary; Laura
Grubb, Buder Elementary; Jessica
Todd, Hoech Middle
(Above Bottom) Diamond Circle
Employee of the Year: Keaton Strong,
Ritenour High School
(Right, Top Left) Make A Difference
Award: Jeremy Kane, Buder and
Marvin Elementary
(Right, Top Right) 25-Year Employees
are:(front row, l to r) Kay Castello,
School for Early Childhood Education;
Donna Coleman, Buder Elementary;
Cheryl Garlich, School for Early
Childhood Education/Special School
District; Barb Young, School for Early
Childhood Education; (back row, l to r)
Dr. Terrance Peterson, Hoech Middle;
Phyllis Kale, Buder Elementary; Suzanne
Burkhalter, Wyland Elementary; Cindy
Tucker, Hoech Middle; Lisa Parr,
Ritenour Middle; Jean Weir, Ritenour
Middle
(Right Bottom) 2019 Retirees are:
(front row, l-r) Jan Parker, Marion
Elementary; Phyllis Kale, Buder
Elementary; Lisa Meeks, Iveland
Elementary; Sheila Youngblood, Marvin
Elementary; Phyllis Marshall, Hoech
Middle; (middle row, l to r) Patty Poretti,
Child Nutrition Services; Nancy Powers,
Buder Elementary; Dezzie Houston,
School for Early Childhood Education;
Kimberly McKinney, Administrative
Center; Janette Colquitt, Ritenour High
School/Special School District; (back
row, l to r) Jerry Nolen, Ritenour High
School; Dr. Laura Conley, Hoech
Middle; Cynthia Tabscott, Ritenour High
School/Special School District

The Ritenour School District honored
special staff members at the annual
Honors Dinner on April 25 in the
Ritenour Auditorium. More than
160 guests honored staff members who
earned the Diamond Circle and Make a
Difference Awards, as well as 25-year
employees and 2019 retirees.
Ritenour is proud to honor Sheneé
McCoy, a fifth-grade teacher at Kratz
Elementary School, as the 2019 Diamond
Circle Teacher of the Year. Keaton
Strong, a crisis intervention specialist at
Ritenour High School, is the Diamond
Circle Employee of the Year. The district
also celebrated nine other Diamond
Circle teachers, an honor given to
teachers who best exemplify the district’s
commitment to quality education and
service.
Jeremy Kane, a counselor who serves
students at both Buder and Marvin
elementary schools, was honored as the
2019 Make a Difference Award recipient
for his excellence in working with
Ritenour students with diverse needs.

25-Year Service Awards
Suzanne Burkhalter, Wyland
Elementary
Kay Castello, School for Early
Childhood Education
Donna Coleman, Buder Elementary
Cheryl Garlich, School for Early
Childhood Education/Special School
District
Phyllis Kale, Buder Elementary
Lisa Parr, Ritenour Middle
Dr. Terrance L. Peterson, Hoech Middle
Rick Shelton, Ritenour High School
Cindy Tucker, Hoech Middle
Jean Weir, Ritenour Middle
Barb Young, School for Early Childhood
Education

2019 Diamond Circle Teacher
of the Year
Sheneé McCoy, Kratz Elementary

2019 Diamond Circle Award
Winners
Laura Grubb, Buder Elementary
Rachael Younge, Iveland Elementary
Rachel Thomas, Marion Elementary
Julie Bober, Marvin Elementary
Jake Sandman, Wyland Elementary
Jessica Todd, Hoech Middle
Nikki Krbec, Ritenour Middle
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2019 Ritenour Retirees
Mita Aziz, Ritenour High School
Terry Cates, Wyland Elementary
Christine Cole, Marvin Elementary
Janette Colquitt, Ritenour High
School/Special School District
Dr. Laura Conley, Hoech Middle
Charlene Ehll, Marion Elementary
John Heeter, Ritenour High School
Dezzie Houston, School for Early
Childhood Education
Phyllis Kale, Buder Elementary
Teresa Knight, Kratz Elementary
Kevin Kulage, Maintenance
Catherine Lampshire, Ritenour High
School
Phyllis Marshall, Hoech Middle
Kimberly McKinney, Administrative
Center
Lisa Meeks, Iveland Elementary
Ivy Moss, Ritenour Middle
Jerry Nolen, Ritenour High School
Jan Parker, Marion Elementary
Patty Poretti, Child Nutrition Services
Nancy Powers, Buder Elementary
Harry Rickard, Maintenance
Carolyn Schamel, Marion Elementary
Terri Simpson, Hoech Middle
Cynthia Tabscott, Ritenour High
School/Special School District
Sheila Youngblood, Marvin Elementary

Ritenour Announces 2019 Hall of Fame Inductees
Four outstanding alumni have been selected for the Ritenour High
School (RHS) Hall of Fame Class of 2019.
The 2019 inductees are:

Rex Burlison x Class of 1972; Judge, 22nd Circuit Court for the
City of St. Louis

Mark Lacey x Class of 1980, award winning military veteran,
operations and logistics manager
George W. Meyer x Class of 1934 (posthumous), military
veteran, inventor, designer, engineer and builder of his own
patented experimental airplane
Bill Wirtz x Class of 1965, renowned Ritenour biology teacher
and coach, Missouri Track Coach of the Year who guided
numerous track athletes to state championships

Friends, family and the Ritenour community are invited to
attend the induction banquet, which kicks off Homecoming
weekend on Friday, Oct. 4 at the Ritenour Auditorium,
9100 St. Charles Rock Road. Tickets can be purchased by
calling (314) 493-6080.
The Ritenour Hall of Fame was established in 1997 to honor
graduates who have demonstrated outstanding professional
accomplishments, civic involvement and community service.
The portraits of the 92 Hall of Fame members and eight Lifetime
Achievement Award recipients are proudly displayed in the
lobby of the Auditorium at Ritenour High School.
Visit www.ritenourschools.org to view the complete list of
Ritenour Hall of Famers.

Become a Volunteer Tutor at a Ritenour Elementary School
The Ritenour School District is seeking
adult volunteers to help make sure no child
lacks the ability to read. Ritenour is seeking
volunteers to spend time with children who
need a little extra help learning to read
through the Reading Railroad program.
Volunteers are paired with Ritenour's
elementary students and spend just one hour
a week during the school day as a tutor,
mentor and friend. Together they read, talk,
write stories and play games.
The Reading Railroad program creates
opportunities for adults to continue their
personal growth and provide meaningful

service to the community. Those involved
form priceless friendships and precious
memories.
Volunteers select the elementary school
where they would like to work. Training,
materials and ongoing support are provided
by the district.
All volunteers must participate in three
training sessions from 9 a.m. to noon,
Aug. 28-30, at the Ritenour Administrative
Center, 2420 Woodson Road.
For more information, please call
(314) 493-6080.

Ritenour Reading Railroad
volunteers spend one hour
a week during the school
day as a tutor and mentor
to elementary school
students.

Ritenour Pride & Promise Foundation Hosts
Eighth-Annual Trivia Night Nov. 8
The Ritenour Pride & Promise Foundation
is hosting its eighth annual trivia night on
Friday, Nov. 8 at the St. Ann Community
Center, 1 Community Center Drive.
Doors open at 6 p.m., and the event begins
at 7 p.m. All proceeds will support the
quality of education of the 6,300 children
in the Ritenour School District.
The cost is $25 per person or $200 for a
table of eight. Beverages, refreshments
and snacks will be provided.
The foundation is a non-profit, tax
exempt organization established to

provide supplemental funding for
programs to enhance the educational
excellence of the Ritenour School District.
Since an enthusiastic and committed
group of community members formed the
organization in 2011, it has provided more
than $83,000 in grants to Ritenour
educators, positively impacting thousands
of Ritenour students.
The Foundation continues to thrive and
grow as it funds additional projects for
Ritenour teachers and students. In the fall
of 2018, the foundation donated more than

$13,500 to fund grants for technology,
tools to support reading, iPads for
computer coding, musical instruments and
much more. More grants will be given to
Ritenour teachers and staff this fall.
The foundation is not part of the
Ritenour School District and receives
funding from private donations, corporate
sponsors and fundraising events.
For more information or to purchase
tickets to the trivia night, please call
(314) 493-6017 or visit the foundation
website at www.ritenourfoundation.org.
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Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2019.

The first day of the
2019-2020 school year is

Families new to the district can register their children
in grades K-12 at the Ritenour Administrative Center,
2420 Woodson Road in Overland, Mo. Registration
hours are Monday-Friday, 8:30-10:30 a.m. and 1-3 p.m.
Students must be 5 years old on or before July 31
to register.
Families in need of an interpreter may bring their own
adult interpreter or schedule an appointment with a
Spanish translator provided by Ritenour by emailing
Yibeli Lopez at lopezi@ritenourschools.org.
Please visit the Ritenour Enrollment website at
www.ritenourschools.org/enrollment for
registration requirements and forms.
For additional information, call (314) 493-6048.

Ritenour New Student Registration
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Read more about the extraordinary event for Special Olympians at
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