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Ritenour Buses Earn Fleet of Excellence Award
with Perfect Safety Inspection
Ritenour School District is proud to announce that its new
transportation department earned the Fleet of Excellence Award
with a perfect safety inspection score. The district started
operating its fleet of new buses at the start of the 2017-2018
school year.
Inspectors with the Missouri State Highway Patrol conducted
a safety inspection of all 28 Ritenour buses on April 19.
The district fleet earned 100 percent of points possible in the
inspection.
Bryan Sanker, Ritenour director of transportation, said the
four-hour inspection covered all safety-sensitive parts of the
bus: tires, exhaust, hoses, windows, suspension, lights,
emergency exits, mirrors, stop signs, crossing arm, steering
wheel and horn.
The superior inspection is a tribute to the team of bus drivers,
dispatcher, office professional and district leaders for their
attention to the details that have made Ritenour’s bus service
successful this year.
“I am very proud to be part of our first year transportation
program in Ritenour, and even more proud that as a team we
have been able to make it so successful, through our on-time
service to our students, and getting 100 percent on our safety
inspection,” said Sanker. “That means our students are as safe as
they can be while riding our buses.”
This school year’s on-time record of Ritenour buses exceeds
99.7 percent with more than 196,900 miles logged by the total
fleet, Sanker said. Ritenour buses not only transport eligible
students daily to and from school, but they also transport
students for field trips from each of Ritenour’s 10 schools. They
also transport middle and high school students for athletics and
extracurricular activities.
Sanker attributes much of the success this year to the
outstanding group of drivers, who average 12 years of
experience operating school buses. Although Missouri requires
school bus drivers to receive eight hours of training a year,
Ritenour drivers received 10 hours.
Ritenour provides free bus transportation for students who
live a minimum of one mile from school or for any elementary
student that must cross a road designated by the Board of
Education as a hazardous route.
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Ritenour’s buses
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"We are so proud of the success of our new transportation
department," said Ritenour Superintendent Dr. Chris Kilbride.
"Bryan and his team have done an excellent job of making sure
our buses are in perfect working order and safe for our students.
We will continue to work hard to provide safe, efficient school
bus service for all of our eligible families."
Ritenour drivers often make extra efforts to form positive
relationships with students both on the bus and in their
buildings. Several drivers also work in Ritenour school
cafeterias between their bus shifts so they can get to know the
students better.
“They are committed to the students and the community,”
said Sanker. “A couple of examples that stand out include how
one of our bus drivers brought a student lunch and ate with him
as a reward for good behavior. Another one of our drivers has
made the ride fun for students by decorating her bus with
different educational themes requested by the students. They
just do these kinds of things because they love their kids.”
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Ritenour Class of 2018 Makes History, Leaves a Class Gift that will Stand for Decades
Superintendent Dr. Chris Kilbride

“These young people are
the future of our community.
I have hope that they will
return to this community
after earning their college
degrees or completing their
commission in the military or
to open their first business.”
-Dr. Chris Kilbride

We are proud to celebrate the amazing
class of 2018 – the 100th class to
graduate from Ritenour High School.
This is one of the most decorated classes
in the history of the Ritenour School
District. I am so proud of this group of
scholars who now join the ranks of
Husky alumni.
I have seen this group of students
grow up during my career in Ritenour.
Some started kindergarten when I was
an assistant principal at Kratz Elementary
in 2005. Others were in second grade
when I was named principal at Buder
Elementary. This class is special, and
I knew these students were poised to be
successful in our district and beyond.
These young people are the future of
our community. I have hope that they
will return to this community after
earning their college degrees or
completing their commission in the
military or to open their first business.
The success and growth of this
community is dependent on a strong
partnership between Ritenour and the
nine municipalities we serve. The greater
the success we achieve in graduating
Huskies prepared to lead lives of
personal integrity and fulfillment, the
greater the number of citizens we have
who are poised to assume positions of
leadership in the community, with the
goal of improving life outcomes for
others.

You can read more about all of the
accomplishments of the class of 2018 on
pages 6-7 of this edition of Ritenour
News.
The class of 2018 bestowed an iconic
legacy gift that represents our focus on
Ritenour Excellence for current and
future generations of Huskies. A new
1,420-pound Husky statue is now
proudly displayed in front of the
auditorium at Ritenour High School.
Its bright blue eyes are gazing toward
Moore Field.
We invite all current students, as well
as alumni, to use the statue to mark
significant accomplishments that can be
shared with the community. Our Ritenour
family is invited to take a picture with the
new statute and share it on social media
using #RitenourExcellence. The pictures
will be shared with the Ritenour
community through social media as
evidence of the positive impact of all
Ritenour students, graduates and
community members.
We are humbled to have earned the
trust of this community, which is a gift
we do not take for granted. Trust is
earned through maintaining open
communication, showing care and
concern for the welfare of others as well
as having a level of competence in our
core work.
Congratulations on a successful
2017-2018 school year, and thank you
for your continued support!

Ritenour Board of Education
Selected for Prestigious
State Leadership Award
The Ritenour School District
Board of Education has been
chosen for the Missouri School
Boards Association (MSBA) 2018
Governance Team Award. The
prestigious award was earned by
only 20 of Missouri’s 518 public
school districts this year.
The award is given to school
boards that serve as statewide or
regional leaders, are committed
to professional development,
participate in advocacy for public
schools and implement successful
education policies.
The Ritenour Board of
Education received the award at
the MSBA Leadership Summit on
June 2 at the Lake of the Ozarks.
The MSBA is based in Columbia,
Mo. and helps school boards
succeed through ongoing
education and training and serves
as the unified voice of school
board members across Missouri.
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Ritenour Board of Education Elects Officers
The Ritenour Board of Education elected
Jennifer Lohnes as president and selected
Dr. M. Stacey Albin-Wilson as vice
president of the Board at its April 12
meeting. Lohnes and Albin-Wilson will
be serving their first terms as president
and vice president, respectively.
Lisa Glover-Jones and Orlando Lewis,
Jr., who were elected to the board in the
April 3 election, were sworn into office at
the meeting and will serve three year
terms.
Dr. Albin-Wilson will remain the
Board's delegate to the Special School
District (SSD) Governing Council with
Glover-Jones as an alternate delegate.

Dr. Brad Thomas will serve as the
delegate to the Missouri School Boards'
Association (MSBA), while Penny
Degardin will serve as the alternate
delegate.
At the meeting, the Board recognized
and thanked outgoing director Tom
Drennan. He was elected to the Board in
2004. Drennan served for 14 years with
distinction. During his term on the Board,
he served as president for three years and
vice president for five years.
Visit www.ritenourschools.org to view
the Ritenour Board of Education meeting
schedule, policies and historical
information.

2018 Ritenour Board of Education (front row, l to r): Dr. Brad Thomas, Dr. M. Stacey
Albin-Wilson and Lisa Glover-Jones; (Back Row, l to r): Orlando Lewis, Jr., Penny Degardin,
Jennifer Lohnes and Ruth Bell Greco

Ritenour Announces Administrative Changes for
Upcoming School Year
The Ritenour School District will begin the upcoming school year with several of its own leaders in new administrative roles in
different school buildings.
“We have an incredibly talented group of school administrators who are committed to a culture of excellence, which will
strengthen their new school communities in the upcoming year,” said Superintendent Dr. Chris Kilbride. “We are excited to welcome
these leaders to their new schools to help ensure that every student thrives and experiences success every day.”

Ritenour High School (RHS)
Jeffrey Marker, formerly the director of administrative
services in the Northwest School District, is the new RHS
principal (read more about Marker on page 5 of Ritenour
News). Dr. Lindsay Schulte, assistant principal at Ritenour
Middle School, will shift to RHS as an assistant principal.

Kratz Elementary
Dr. Tim Streicher, the assistant principal at Wyland
Elementary, will be the interim principal at Kratz. Meghan
McNulty, the assistant principal at Iveland Elementary, moves
to Kratz as the new assistant principal.

Hoech Middle School (HMS)
Jennifer Nilges, an assistant principal at RHS, assumes the role
of assistant principal at Hoech Middle School.
Ritenour Middle School (RMS)
Alicia Collins, the director of alternative education at Husky
Academy, will be one of two new assistant principals at RMS.
Ritenour High School teacher Alexander Terrance was also
promoted to assistant principal at RMS.
Buder Elementary
Carolyn Leuthauser, an assistant principal at Hoech Middle
School, is now the assistant principal at Buder Elementary.

Iveland Elementary
Bilal Ewing, an assistant principal at RHS, has been named the
new assistant principal at Iveland Elementary.

Marion Elementary
Lisa Broadbent, the assistant principal at Marvin Elementary,
shifts to Marion Elementary as the new assistant principal.

Marvin Elementary
Nicole Autenrieth, formerly the assistant principal of
Drummond Elementary in the Pattonville School District, is
Marvin Elementary’s new principal. Craig Thurman, assistant
principal at Marion Elementary, is Marvin’s new assistant
principal.
Wyland Elementary
Dr. Melody Gunn, assistant principal at Buder, shifts to
Wyland Elementary as the new assistant principal.

Husky Academy
Dorlita Adams, the principal at Kratz Elementary, has been
named the new director of alternative education at Husky
Academy.

July 2018 x Page 3 x www.ritenourschools.org

Ritenour Earns Excellent Safety and Security Audit
Rating from Missouri Center for Education Safety
The Ritenour School District is ahead of
the curve when it comes to ensuring the
safety of students and staff. Ritenour
employees take pride and comfort in
being part of a district that prioritizes
student and staff safety by exceeding
state recommendations for best practices.
Recently, Ritenour became the largest
district in the state to reach out to the
Missouri School Board Association
(MSBA) Center for Education Safety for
a complete facility audit to identify areas
for continuous improvement. Preliminary
results of the audit concluded that
Ritenour’s policies and procedures are
“stellar in the amount of thought and
forward thinking consideration.”
“The Ritenour School District is to
be commended for moving forward
with school safety as a priority,” said
John Warner, Emergency Planning
Coordinator for MSBA’s Center for
Education Safety.
In addition to performing the safety
and security audit for the district, the
MSBA Center for Education Safety
was brought in at the beginning of the
2017-2018 school year to train new

Ritenour bus drivers on best practices for
keeping buses secure and students safe.
Ritenour teachers and staff work hard
every day to make sure students feel safe
when they are in school. Schools
participate in a number of drills every
year, including regular fire drills, severe
weather drills and intruder drills. Some
of the ways the Ritenour School District
keeps safety a high priority for students
and staff include:
• Students and staff participate in 4E
(Educate, Evade, Escape, Engage)
Intruder Training once a year.
• Each school has a video intercom
system at the main entrance where
visitors must buzz in and identify
themselves before the door is un
locked.
• Intruder alarms and video
surveillance are installed in every
building.
• Middle and high school students
carry photo IDs at all times, and
Ritenour employees wear photo IDs
at all times.
• Ongoing training with district staff
prepares them for multiple hazards,

including fires, severe weather,
intruders, etc.
• The district meets at least twice a
year with local law enforcement
agencies to keep current on best
practices for safety and security.
• School Resource Officers are posted
at each of the secondary schools.
Local police officers make daily
visits to elementary schools and
conduct random walk-throughs.
• Yearly CPR/AED certification
training is available for staff
members. AEDs (Automated
External Defibrillators) are located
in every school.
The district’s Safeline – (314) 493-6205
– allows students, staff, parents and
community members to report safety or
security concerns anonymously 24 hours
a day, seven days a week. Safeline can
also be accessed through the Ritenour
mobile app, which can be downloaded
on a smart device by visiting the Apple
or Google Play Stores.

Ritenour Parent Advocacy Center Bridges
Communication Gap Between Schools and Families
This spring, the Ritenour School
District celebrated the opening of
the Parent Advocacy Center (PAC)
in the North Wing of Hoech Middle
School. The PAC was designed to
improve communication between
parents and their school community,
in response to survey data collected
by the district that shows a
noticeable drop in parent
engagement beginning at the middle
school level. The PAC is composed of a
team of engaged and energetic volunteer
advocates who are trained to help parents
navigate a wide range of topics, including
school expectations, dealing with conflict
and utilizing available resources.
Throughout next school year, these parent

advocates will also be hosting parent
information sessions and providing
individual coaching conversations with
families.
“I think the Parent Advocacy Center
will be an integral part of strengthening
the school-home connection by providing
families with additional support and
resources to help them feel welcomed and
empowered to play a role in their student’s
learning and academic success,” said
Ritenour parent advocate Natalie Gerke.
“We are all in this together as a
community – parents, teachers, neighbors,
community leaders and students – and
we need to listen to one another, ask
questions, value a variety of inputs, foster
open-mindedness and invite everyone to
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the table,” said Gerke. “Strengthening our
communities and creating opportunities
for growth is a goal shared by all of us in
Ritenour.”
The Ritenour PAC will be open during
the school year for walk-ins and
appointments Mondays from 7 to 9 a.m.
and Wednesdays between 2:30 and 6 p.m.
Saturday hours are available by
appointment. For more information about
this program or to set up an appointment
with a parent advocate, please visit
www.ritenourschools.org.
Scan this QR code on
your smartphone to visit
the Parent Advocacy
Center website.

Visit ScanLife.com to
download the reader app.

Meet Jeffrey Marker, Ritenour High School’s
New Principal
Jeffrey Marker is a self-described science
nerd who is fascinated with numbers,
a zealous Pittsburgh Steelers fan and
a devoted husband and father.
Beginning July 1, Marker also
describes his role as principal of Ritenour
High School as a “clear, purposeful
leader committed to making sure that our
students know we are here for them and
want to make a difference.”
Marker comes to Ritenour High
School with more than two decades of
experience as an educator and leader.
He spent the majority of his career as a
high school and middle school teacher,
assistant principal and principal in
Montgomery County and Frederick
County public schools in Maryland.
When his family moved to the St. Louis
area in 2016, he taught at Ritenour High
School for a year and then became
director of administrative services for
Northwest R-1 School District in High
Ridge, Mo.
Growing up outside Pittsburgh, Pa.
made Marker a proud and passionate fan
of the Pirates, Steelers and Penguins.
Those roots aren’t easily severed.
Marker had a short stint as a pitcher
for University of Pittsburgh as an
undergraduate. His wife of 25 years,
Carolann, played soccer in college. Their
children, Matt, 22, and Annie, 20, also
continue to be Pittsburgh sports fans.
“My wife understands my passions
well,” says Marker. “For a wedding gift,
she bought me season tickets to the
Steelers, and we’ve had them ever
since then.”

His passion for sports, which dates
back to his childhood, created an appetite
for analyzing numbers.
“I’ve been fascinated with data ever
since I was a kid,” says Marker as he
talks about his days of collecting baseball
and football cards. “I could tell you every
statistic about all the players. That was
valuable information that always meant
a lot to me.”
As an educator, numbers and
accountability have taken on greater
meaning.
“I’m planning to create a Schoolwide
Accountability Team that includes
department heads, counselors and
assistant principals,” says Marker. “They
will share weekly important data that
shows how our students are doing and
how we are doing as a staff.”
Balancing his serious side, Marker
says having a sense of humor is an
integral part of making him an effective
educator.
“This job is way too hard to be serious
all the time,” says Marker. “Humor is
extremely valuable to me. I admit,
I’m silly a lot. I do standup every day
in school because it’s a way to relate to
kids.”
Prior to the end of the 2017-2018
school year, Marker shared his belief
system with all Husky staff members that
will become their guiding principles in
the coming year. They are:
• Students come first.
• Learning environments must
welcome all abilities and interests.

Ritenour High School Principal
Jeffrey Marker (right) stands with
his family: (l to r) wife Carolann,
son Matt and daughter Annie.

• Communicate high expectations and
be accountable for them.
• Value others by treating them with
dignity and respect.
• Master and sustain the details.
• Work together and support one
another.
• Ensure open communication.
• Act and speak about Ritenour
School District with a sense of pride.
• Engage all stakeholders as active
partners to make RHS stronger.
• RHS staff members have the
capacity to make a difference.
• RHS staff members can change the
destiny for individual children
every day.
• RHS students can do better if we
show that we believe in them.

Mark Your Calendars for Homecoming Weekend!
The Ritenour School District will celebrate
Homecoming on Sept. 21 and Sept. 22, 2018.
The weekend festivities will kick off on Friday, Sept. 21 with the Hall of Fame dinner
and induction ceremony. On Saturday, Sept. 22, the football Huskies will take on the
Webster Groves Statesmen at 1 p.m. following the annual Homecoming parade.

July 2018 x Page 5 x www.ritenourschools.org

100th Graduating
Class
One for the Record Books
Ritenour’s

Ritenour High School’s 100th Graduating
Class Purchases Iconic Gift as its Legacy

Ritenour High School’s class of 2018 made history as the 100th graduating class when they walked across the stage
with their diplomas on June 2 at Chaifetz Arena on the campus of Saint Louis University.
This year’s valedictorian was Ellie Gaither and salutatorian was Kaitlyn Buresh.

Two-Time

Million
Million
The class of 376 graduates broke a record by being offered more
than $10.5 million in college scholarships and grants.

Ritenour K-12 “Lifers”
Twenty-nine percent of the graduating
class (109 graduates) are Ritenour
“lifers” who have spent their entire K-12
educational career in Ritenour schools.

Record-breaking state girls’ track
champion Diamond Riley not only
became a two-time 2018 Class 5
Champion in the Triple Jump at the
Missouri State Track & Field
Championship on May 27, but her
jump of 40' 10" also broke an all-class
1995 girls state record. Then, right before
graduation, she became the runner up in
the Triple Jump in the elite national Great
Southwest Classic in New Mexico.

29

Summa Cum Laude

Twenty-nine seniors earned
Summa Cum Laude honors,
finishing their high school career
with a grade-point average of
3.8 or higher.

Four-Time
Four-time Missouri State
Queen, three-time Strut &
Baton Champion and National
qualifier Jodie Wagster will
be Lindenwood University’s
featured twirler next fall.
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Photo Credit: Randy Kemp,
Special to the St. Louis Post-Dispatch
(reprinted with permission)

12 senior
journalists
earned
multiple
national
awards from
the Intercollegiate Broadcasting System and
the International Quill & Scroll Society.
They include: From KRHS -- Gabi Anderson,
Tristan Talton, Izzy Clark, Montrice Bolden,
Derrick Walton, Israel Rendon; from the
Pepperbox -- Dani Millet, Jenna Hutson,
Tabitha Peebles, Jordyn Barber, Shelby
Langhorst and Bailey Stock.

3
Three
graduates
are Eagle Scouts:
Robert White,
Tanner Voelcker and
Ben Schutte.

st

1

Mann McGruder,
a Husky football
standout as a
First-Team
All-State player,
was named the 2017-2018 St. Louis
Post-Dispatch Scholar Athlete of
the Year.

Eight seniors signed with
the U.S. Army, Air Force,
Marines and Navy:
Keith Rusan Jr., Nicolas
Lawson, Jamal Lee,
Drew Rohn, Isabel Clark,
Kyle Collier, Nicolas
Virga and Eliseo Rico.

The girls’ track team
(right) finished sixth
overall at the Missouri
state track & field championships.

th

The highest number of
athletes (21) in the
graduating class
committed to continue
their athletic careers in
college next fall,
as of the first week of
June. Members of the Class of 2018 signed to
play football, girls’ and boys’ soccer, girls’ and
boys’ volleyball, baseball, boys’ basketball,
cheerleading, wrestling and boys’ golf.

6
2

Ritenour boasts two state
wrestling qualifiers, Austin
Cornell and Ryan Howerton,
who placed sixth in 2017 in the
160-pound weight class. Both are
three-time state qualifiers.

th

11

Four-time state golf
qualifier and medalist Zach Bohmer tied for 11th in the
2018 Class 4 Missouri State Championship.

Since its debut on
May 22 outside
Ritenour Auditorium, a
1,420-pound Husky has
become perhaps the most
popular new member of
the Ritenour family, and
has helped spread
Ritenour pride with fans
as far away as California.
The new iconic statue
is a gift from Ritenour
High School's 100th graduating class – the Class of 2018.
Since the day it was installed, students, staff, parents and
alumni have expressed their appreciation and awe for the
statue. Its popularity on Ritenour’s social media is
breaking records by reaching more than 27,000 people
across the United States.
The Ritenour Husky, which stands 58-inches tall and is
55-inches long, sits proudly on a 3-foot tall concrete
pedestal in front of Ritenour Auditorium. Its bright blue
eyes are gazing toward Moore Field.
From start to finish, it took nine months for
SVJ Creative Designs in Kellogg, Minn. to finish the
entire project, said Shelly Seedling, owner of the
business. She and her husband, David Seedling, were the
main creators of the statue. To ship it to Ritenour High
School, they had to make a customized crate for it.
Traditionally, the Ritenour High School graduating
class raises money for a gift they present to the school
just prior to graduation. This year’s 100th graduating
class senior officers decided they wanted to do something
beyond the traditional bench or trophy case, and so they
pursued a statue of their beloved mascot that could be
enjoyed by the entire community for years to come.
“We wanted something special, something different,
since we were the 100th graduating class,” said Tiffany
Dihn, Class of 2018 treasurer. “We wanted to leave
our legacy.”
Class president Riana Sanders and vice president
Eduardo Gomez took on the task of working with the
Minnesota company throughout the school year.
The class raised more than $6,400 to pay for the Husky
and its pedestal.
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Ritenour High School Provides Extraordinary Day
for Special Olympians

More than 350
Ritenour High
School students
volunteered to host
the Special
Olympics on April
24 at Moore Field.

Ritenour High School (RHS) students
created lasting memories for
approximately 230 elementary, middle
and high school athletes who participated
in Special Olympics Track & Field on
April 24.
More than 350 RHS students

volunteered at the event on Moore Field as
buddies for the athletes, and by running
the track and field events and a host of fun
activities and games in an Olympic Village
outside the Moore Field stadium.
Special Olympians came from all six
Ritenour elementary schools and both
middle schools, as well as from several
other schools in north St. Louis County.
The day brought as many smiles to the
faces of the high school buddies and
organizers as it brought to the faces of the
young athletes.
RHS senior Kaylee Greenway says she
always looks forward to volunteering as a
buddy for Special Olympics because it
gives her an opportunity to be part of a
meaningful and fun day for younger
students.

“I really enjoy this day because it gives
me a different experience than what I
normally have in school,” said Greenway.
“I love when my buddies are happy and
really like being part of a day that means a
lot to them.”
Sporting events included various
sprints, relays and distance races,
wheelchair races, jumping events and
throwing events.
In between track and field
competitions, the Special Olympians
enjoyed Olympic Village booths that
offered snacks and activities such as
Play-Doh creations, making stress balls
with balloons and flour, beaded necklaces
and artwork. Student DJs from the high
school’s radio station, KRHS-90.1 FM,
provided music throughout the event.

Lady Husky Breaks Record in State Track & Field
Championship, Team Finishes Sixth

Recent Ritenour High School graduate
Diamond Riley won her second consecutive
state triple jump championship, setting a
new state record.

Diamond Riley, a Ritenour High School graduating senior and
returning state champion, not only became the 2018 Class 5
champion in the triple jump at the Missouri State Track & Field
Championship on May 27, but her jump of 40' 10" also broke an
all-class 1995 girls’ state record.
Riley and her all-state teammates’ combined medals led the
Lady Huskies to a sixth-place finish in the 2018 Class 5
Championship. Other medals included:
• Riley with second place in the long jump, with a distance
of 18' 10.25".
• Sophomore Christa'nae Wright with fifth place in the high
jump with a height of 5'3".
• The 4x200 meter relay team of Riley, senior Montrice
Bolden, freshman Nyla Adams and sophomore Taylor
Whipple-Jones placed fourth with a time of 1:42.86.
• The same relay team finished third in the 4x100 with a time
of 48.57.

RHS Athletic Director Drew Lohnes said this year's girls'
track team had the best results at a state championship in the
school's recent history.
Added RHS Girls' Track Coach Reggie McNeil, "Diamond is
an extremely talented athlete whose laser-focus as a jumper and
runner and her strong work ethic truly make her a champion.
She and the rest of our all-state squad have worked hard all
season, and their results at the state championship are a
testament to their dedication to their training and the sacrifices
they made along the way."
During the 2017 state championship, Riley broke a Class 5
triple jump record with 39’6.5”. She also placed eighth in 2017
in the long jump with a distance of 17’5”.
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RITENOUR x SPOTLIGHT
• Ritenour High School’s (RHS) student
television (KRHS) and radio station,
KRHS-90.1 FM, earned 10 national
awards in the prestigious 2018
Intercollegiate Broadcasting System
(IBS) Trophy Awards program. RHS
journalism students also earned
32 state awards from the Missouri
Interscholastic Press Association.
• The RHS Student Leadership class
received the 2018 National Gold
Council of Excellence Award by the
National Association of Students
Councils. They also earned the
Missouri Honor Council Gold Award
for the fourth consecutive year for their
outstanding efforts in promoting
comprehensive student activities and
service projects.
• Ritenour students raised $7,193 for
the American Heart Association in
February and March. Buder
Elementary collected $4,827 through
the Jump Rope for Heart and Hoops for
Heart campaigns; Marion Elementary
collected $1,070 through their Jump
Rope campaign; and Iveland
Elementary students raised $890 as
part of Hoops for Heart. Six Hoech
Middle School students raised $406
through Hoops for Heart.

• RHS senior Ruthie Haux (above,
right) earned a silver medal for her
clarinet performance, and junior
Caroline West (above, left) earned
the bronze medal with her flute
performance at the Missouri Solo and
Ensemble Festival in Columbia.
• Jennifer Carcagno, a physical
education and health teacher at Buder
Elementary, received the 2018 Girls
on the Run St. Louis Energy Award at
the organization’s Power of One Gala
on April 12.

• RHS choir students (above) who

participated in the Music in the Parks
Festival at Six Flags brought home a
trophy for their excellent performance.
Junior Samantha Allen was recognized
as outstanding soloist at the festival.
• The Missouri School Public Relations
Association (MOSPRA) named
Ritenour Superintendent Dr. Chris
Kilbride its 2018 Administrator of
the Year.
• The Ritenour International Welcome
Center and RHS college and career
counselor Julie Kampschroeder
received North County Inc. 2018
Leadership Awards.
• Ritenour Middle School was designated
as a PLTW (Project Lead the Way)
Distinguished School for its Gateway
pre-engineering programs. It is only
one of 12 middle schools in Missouri to
earn this recognition.
• RHS students raised $5,000 to make
a dream come true for their
Make-A-Wish Missouri child, Mark,
so he could travel to Dubai in the
United Arab Emirates.

• Washington University’s Kappa Delta
Pi chapter donated 600 books that have
multicultural and STEM themes to
Kratz Elementary students.
• Angela Williams,
a talented fifth-grader
at Marion
Elementary, earned
second-place in the
2018 Martin Luther
King Jr. poster and essay contest
sponsored by the Missouri National
Education Association Human Rights
Committee.
• 2007 graduate Steve Cash won his
third consecutive Paralympic Gold
Medal. Cash led the United States sled
hockey team to a thrilling 2-1 victory
over Canada in the Gold Medal game at
the Paralympics in PyeongChang,
South Korea. Cash is a goaltender for
the United States Paralympic Sled
Hockey team.
• Ritenour High School grad and former
NFL defensive back DeRon Jenkins
(class of 1992) stars in the HG-TV
show "Flip or Flop: Nashville," which
made its debut this spring.
• The Ritenour Pride & Promise
Foundation distributed more than
$15,000 in grants for students and
teachers during the 2017-2018 school
year. Since 2011, the organization has
provided nearly $70,000 in grants to the
Ritenour School District.

• Marion Elementary fifth-graders in
Rachel Thomas’ class put on a
successful Festival de Hispanica
Cultura with the help of Marion’s
lead custodian, Daniel Diaz (above).
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Ritenour Honors Award-Winning Employees, Retirees
2018 Diamond Circle Teacher
of the Year

Jane Bannester, Ritenour High School

2018 Diamond Circle Award
Winners

(Above Top) Diamond Circle Award
recipients are: (front, l-r) Sarah Ramirez,
Wyland Elementary; Christopher
LeGrand, Hoech Middle; Jane
Bannister, Ritenour High School; June
Burkhardt, Marvin Elementary; Trina
Goodson, Kratz Elementary; (back, l-r)
Andrea Rivera, Ritenour Middle; Lindsay
Schmidt, Iveland Elementary; Megan
Baker, Buder Elementary; Joe Butler,
Marion Elementary.
(Above Bottom) Diamond Circle
Employees of the Year: (l-r) Jennifer
Clough, Ritenour High School; Michelle
Mueller, Administrative Center
(Right Top; l-r) Amanda Drilling,
First Class Teacher Award; Julie
Kampschroeder, Make A Difference
Award
(Right Middle) 25-Year Employees are:
(l-r) Hadley Haux, Ritenour High School;
Cheri Parker, Wyland Elementary; Paul
Biggs, Hoech Middle School.
(Right Bottom) 2018 Retirees are:
(front, l-r) Sharol Wilkes, Ritenour School
for Early Childhood Education; Cynthia
Egyed, Iveland & Kratz Elementary;
Kathleen Remmert, Marion Elementary;
Barbara Jackson, Ritenour Middle;
Nancy Duffin, Kratz Elementary;
(back, l to r) Arlene Wilson,
Administrative Center; Mike Wieland,
Administrative Center; Carolyn
Dodorico, Ritenour High School;
Anne Gerst, Marion Elementary/Special
School District; Paul Biggs, Hoech
Middle; Deborah Stein, Wyland
Elementary; Marty McMahan,
Ritenour High School.

The Ritenour School District honored
special staff members at the annual
Honors Dinner on April 26 in the
Ritenour Auditorium. Honored guests
included staff members who earned the
Diamond Circle, First Class Teacher and
Make a Difference awards, as well as
2018 retirees and 25-year employees.
More than 150 staff members, families
and friends attended the Red Carpet
affair.
Ritenour is proud to honor Jane
Bannester, Ritenour High School’s
broadcast journalism teacher, as the
2018 Diamond Circle Teacher of the Year.
Jennifer Clough, a child nutrition
employee at Ritenour High School and
Michelle Mueller, communications
specialist at the Administrative Center,
were named co-Diamond Circle
Employees of the Year. The district also
celebrated nine other Diamond Circle
teachers, an honor given to teachers
who best exemplify the district’s commitment to quality education and service.
Additionally, two other staff
members were honored: Ritenour’s
First-Class Teacher is Amanda
Drilling, a seventh-grade math
teacher at Ritenour Middle School.
Julie Kampschroeder, Ritenour
High School’s college and career
counselor, was honored as this
year’s Make a Difference Award
recipient for her excellence in
working with Ritenour students
with diverse needs.

Jan DiLorenzo, School for Early
Childhood Education
Megan Baker, Buder Elementary
Lindsay Schmidt, Iveland Elementary
Trina Goodson, Kratz Elementary
Joe Butler, Marion Elementary
June Burkhardt, Marvin Elementary
Sarah Ramirez, Wyland Elementary
Christopher LeGrand, Hoech Middle
Andrea Rivera, Ritenour Middle

2018 Diamond Circle Employees
of the Year

Jennifer Clough, Ritenour High School
Michelle Mueller, Administrative Center

2018 First Class Teacher Award
Amanda Drilling, Ritenour Middle

2018 Make A Difference Award

Julie Kampschroeder, Ritenour High
School

25-Year Service Awards

Paul Biggs, Hoech Middle
Hadley Haux, Ritenour High School
Cheri Parker, Wyland Elementary
Tammy Thousand, Iveland Elementary

2018 Ritenour Retirees

Paul Biggs, Hoech Middle
Earl Cannon, Ritenour High School
John Curran, Warehouse/Maintenance
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2018 Ritenour Retirees (Continued)

Carolyn Dodorico, Ritenour High
School
Nancy Duffin, Kratz Elementary
Cynthia Egyed, Iveland & Kratz
Elementary
Anne Gerst, Marion Elementary/Special
School District
Lisa Goggin, Iveland Elementary
Barbara Jackson, Ritenour Middle
Teresa Knight, Kratz Elementary
Marty McMahan, Ritenour High School
Michael Poling, District Technology
Patricia Ponder, Ritenour Middle
Sally Raney, Ritenour High School
Kathleen Remmert, Marion Elementary
Deborah Stein, Wyland Elementary
Tammy Thousand, Iveland Elementary
Mike Wieland, Administrative Center
Sharol Wilkes, Ritenour School for
Early Childhood Education
Arlene Wilson, Administrative Center

Ritenour Announces 2018 Hall of Fame Inductees
Two outstanding alumni, a longtime school counselor and
basketball coach have been selected for the Ritenour High School
(RHS) Hall of Fame Class of 2018.

Daniel Fortune x Class of 1977; Nationally-known track
The 2018 inductees are:

Cynthia Simmons x Class of 1978; Chief of the Instrument
Systems and Technology Division, NASA Goddard Space Flight
Center in Maryland
Don H. Maxey x Longtime RHS basketball coach; Hall of
Fame's Lifetime Achievement Award (posthumous)
J. Howard Williamson x Longtime RHS counselor; Hall of
Fame's Lifetime Achievement Award
athlete and coach

Friends, family and the Ritenour community are invited to attend
the induction banquet, which kicks off Homecoming weekend on
Friday, Sept. 21 at the Ritenour Auditorium, 9100 St. Charles
Rock Road. Tickets can be purchased by calling (314) 493-6080.
The Ritenour Hall of Fame was established in 1997 to honor
graduates who have demonstrated outstanding professional
accomplishments, civic involvement and community service.
The portraits of the 90 Hall of Fame members and six Lifetime
Achievement Award recipients are proudly displayed in the lobby
of the Auditorium at Ritenour High School.
Visit www.ritenourschools.org to view the complete list of
Ritenour Hall of Famers.

Become a Volunteer Tutor at a Ritenour Elementary School
The Ritenour School District is seeking
adult volunteers to help make sure no child
lacks the ability to read. Ritenour is seeking
volunteers to spend time with children who
need a little extra help learning to read
through the Reading Railroad program.
Volunteers are paired with Ritenour's
elementary students and spend just one hour
a week during the school day as a tutor,
mentor and friend. Together they read, talk,
write stories and play games.
The Reading Railroad program creates
opportunities for adults to continue their
personal growth and provide meaningful

service to the community. Those involved
form priceless friendships and precious
memories.
Volunteers select the elementary school
where they would like to work. Training,
materials and ongoing support are provided
by the district.
All volunteers must participate in three
training sessions from 9 a.m. to noon,
Aug. 29-31, at the Ritenour Administrative
Center, 2420 Woodson Road.
For more information, please call
(314) 493-6080.

Ritenour Reading Railroad
volunteers spend one hour
a week during the school
day as a tutor and mentor
to elementary school
students.

Stay Connected to Ritenour with
Social Media and Mobile App
Connect with the Ritenour School District with a simple click on
your mobile device with Ritenour's free mobile app. The app
features live streaming news and updates, calendar information,
notifications, cafeteria menus, staff directories, fliers, Huskies’
sports schedules and scores, and other information to keep you
connected to Ritenour schools. The app is available to download
from the Apple or Google Play stores on any mobile device by

Visit the Apple or
Google Play store and
search for “Ritenour”

YouTube.com/
RitenourSchools

searching for “Ritenour" or “Ritenour School District.”
In addition to the app and Ritenour’s website –
www.ritenourschools.org – the Ritenour community can engage
with exciting news and events by connecting with “Ritenour
Schools” on YouTube, Instagram, Facebook and Twitter.
Several Ritenour schools also have their own Facebook pages.
You can easily follow their news with the mobile app.

Instagram.com/
RitenourSchools

Facebook.com/
RitenourSchools
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Twitter.com/
RitenourSchools

Please visit the Ritenour Enrollment website
at www.ritenourschools.org/enrollment for
registration requirements and forms.
For additional information, call
(314) 493-6048.

Wednesday, Aug. 15, 2018.

The first day of the
2018-2019 school year is

Families new to the district can register their
children in grades K-12 at the Ritenour
Administrative Center, 2420 Woodson Road
in Overland. Registration hours are
Monday-Friday, 8:30-10:30 a.m. and 1-3 p.m.
Students must be 5 years of age on or before
July 31 to register. Classes for all Ritenour
School District students preK-12 begin
Wednesday, Aug. 15.
Families in need of an interpreter may bring
their own adult interpreter or schedule an
appointment with a Spanish translator provided
by us by emailing Yibeli Lopez at
lopezi@ritenourschools.org.

New Student Registration for
2018-2019 School Year
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